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Bein 


AdSERMON 


Firft preached before an Honourable 


Aſſembly upon Mount Zo» : And fince 
augmented with ſome After-Gleanings, 


And now publiſhed for the 00d of the 


many Thouſands of Iſrael. | 
Whereunto is added, 


A (all for a . (brifief Sinner : 


| 
| 


A few "RFP EMrhn for Them that 
| are going down to the Damned. 


—— 


BY FOHN WAITE, a poor Servant of 
(aiich Maſter) JES US CHRIST. | 
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' To them that have an Ear to 
hear what the Spirit ſaith 
to the Churches. 


READER, 

- WA] Have ſometimes in 
reading of an Epiſtle, 
found the Author ma. 
king this cApollogy, 
9 That he never inten- 
SIAN ded to burden the world 
| with any of bis Wri- 
| £171 s 3 and whin he was writing ( what 
| be Jah now extant) it was onely intended 
for «private uſe : Ard truly I have been 
Feady fo cenſure it for A complement at 
| the beſt. and therefore if I, in makin 

| the ſame defence for any infirmity, ſhoal 
likewiſe be cenſured by another, I ſhould 
foe paid with my own coyn , if mine was 
falſe. Whether my cenſure was falſe or 


. 


| 
[ 


bu, I know not, but thus I know, that if 
' he that ſhall cenſure me for this, did but 

| = how far it was from my thoughts for 
£4 6 | A 
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me to intend the publiſhing of any of my 


The Epiſtle to the Reader: 


, ever appearing in Print, and likewiſe for 


publiſhing this, when I begun it, he would 
be aſhamed of his Cenſure,whoever he be : 
for as far as the Eaſt # from the Weſt, (I 
think 1 may truly ſay) ſo far was it from 


poor Labours in this kind ; and the ſame 
I can ſay of this, until I had writ a 60n«+ 
foderable part of it. 

Thus firange Work, (for ſo I maywell 
call it ) was occaſioned Ly the earneſt Re- 
queſt of a d:ar Friend, aud near Rela- 
tron of mine in Chriſt, whom God made 
as his own mouth to call me toit, (after 1 
had been like a dead man concernng it ) 


by smportuning me to write from ſome 


Text of Scripture for a private uſe. Nor 
did Tintend \jt for any other, but wholly! 
and onely for the uſe of my dear firiend, as 
I was requeſied. Nor did I know that I 


was writing to ſerve any other, no more 


' then Iſaac knew to what end be was goins 


tothe Altar, when he ſaid by the way, 
My Father, behold the Fire and the 
Wood, but where is the Lamb for a 
Burnt-Offering ? | 


But while I was writing, (ere ever] ; 
' wasaare) / was ſo powerfully moved |, 


by the Finger of God, rather toput it on 
i 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 

2 Candleſtick, tber under a Buſhel,that Mat. s, 

I was fully perſwaded to it : Which motion "5: 

I have had renewed ( ſince ſome faintings 

| al out it) with the thoughts of that good [ 

"| hoped it might do(through Gods Bleſſing) 

2 this publick way, among the many 

thouſands of Iſrael, 

"| Butbythe way, 1 have met with ſuch 

FP ard ſa many unparallell'd drowning Stas + 

| of Trouble, (God he knoweth theſe arg 

p.| uo feigned Words) that if EVERLAST- 

*#*] ING ARMS had not been underneath, 

"I (though I had had many Lives) I ſhould 

! *| *not bave liv'd to finiſhit, If therefore, 

Zi Reader, thou doſt intend to ſearch this 

- Book for the faults thou canſt find in it, 

Its antending to make the ſame uſe of thy 

"Rt | Head, ' that the Woman wakes of ber 

y Sieve, which (ifts out allthe Flower,and | 

F*' holdeth onely the Bran ; Know that this 

n'. watwrit at Sea, in a Storm that was (0 

", violent that it toſſed me up and down a- 

v4 again into the depths, where I ſa the pry1.107, 
. Works and Wonders of the Lord ( as 

'® they that do buſineſs. in great Waters) 

Even in ſaving me from ſhooting the gulf 

ws into another World, If therefore thou 

"" doſt intend to fall upon me where thou 


. Fauſt find thy way left open for thee ; let 
bb A 3 me 


_—— 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


me prevent thee with an expreſſion of Gods 
zo Job, ard with another of a man of God 
ro thee, both compatt together, viz. If; 
thou haſt done fooliſhly in lifting up 
thy ſelf, orif thou haſt thought evil, | 
lay thy hard upon thy mouth ; Remem-| 
ber the BATTLE, and do ſo no more,| 

Prov.,3z0.32. Job 41,5. 
Notwithſtanding all this, it may be 
ſome unmerciful Readers will be ready to 
blame me for ſome things, of which 1 
all mention as few as may be ; and (that | 
[ might not be burdenſom anſwer thens 

in as few words. 

I, Becauſe it hath no more of uts au- | 
therity from Ancient Writers. 
 T anſwer, The Word of God, the eAn- 
cient of Days, ts ſufficient authority ; yet 
I deny not that in the reading and uſe of 
Aut hors both old and new, x Fon i much , 
profit : But yet in the multiplicity of theſe, 
1 think 1 may ſay, as Solomon ſaith of 
the multitude of Dreams and many words, 

Ec41.5.7- There are alſo divers Vanities ; in my 

ancient Author there ts none, for every | 

Pro.30.5 Word of God is pure. Therefore fear | 
thou God. 

2, Others peradventure will blame me | 

for $00 mnch contrattion and brevity ; and \. 

beſide, : 


| 


Fm srzy, wr "ar xr FF *' 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader,” 
beſide will find (it may be) many things, 
wanting) which ſhould have been added : 
And (it may bt) others as wiſe, will find 
words abounding, which they would have 
had left out : The ſtile will be too ſhort 


| for one, too s 'for another ; too high for 


one, too low for another 3 £00 courſe for 
one, too fine for another. 

1 ans willing to deſpair of the end I ntt= 
ther intend nor deſire, viz. To pleaſe all : 
As for that of brevity, 1 confeſs I may 
ſay of my writing as of my preaching that 
I never deſired to deliver all that might be 
ſpoken toa Text, if 1 was able, nor do 1 
think it convement ; nor do I like any 
ry, words or T autologies in what I do 
deliver ; netther would [ on the other hand 
leave any thing T obſcurity, for want of 
words to explain it : I am for the middle 
way ; and though I would not perſwade 
the Reader 1 am walking there, when he 

ds me extream on either hand, yet would 
1 deſire my Antagomſt to conſider, That 
if (on the one hand) all were added that 
every one could find wanting, ut might 
make the Book too heavy for | to bear, 
and too dear for others to buy : and on the 
other band, that if all were left out which 
every one can diſlike,; the Paper oxely 
A 4 mght: 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
wight remain. But if God will pleaſe to 
fave one Soul by what I have written, 1 
hope I am willing upon this conditzon to be 
cenſured by a thouſand on the one hand, 
and by as many on the other, could they be 
found ſo doing,without wronging therr own 
Souls, 

And now, Reader, inſtead of comple- 
menting with thee, let me leave a few Re- 
queſts with thee, and let me tarneſily be- 
feech thee, that thou deny me thens not. 


Firſt, Take heed leſt thou be offended 
at ſuch-like Sentences, which both Hypo. 
crates, and alſo they that have corrupt 
feftered (onſcrences, commonly call hard 
Saymps, which are to the Reader or Hea- 
rers like the bitter Water of Trial under 
the Law, which being drunk,, made the 
gwilty Perſons Belly ſwell, but not the 


hg AT 


Clear. But 1n this caſe 1 wonld offer two | 


, things to thy conſideration : 1, Enher 


thos art pnilty of a Reproof,, when thou 
—_ with it ; Or, 2, Thou art clear 
of ut. 

1. If thou art guilty, why art offended? 
What ? Art thou neither clear, nor willin 
to be clear? I muſt then ſay from the 
God of Heaven, Jer,13.27, Wo ” to. 

p £8 pee; 


tt. td. Aa. vs 4 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
thee ; art thou not willing to be" made 
clean ? When ſhall it oncebe ? Is this too 
unpleaſant ? Thou hadſt better take bitter 
Pulls for thy Souls Life, then ſweet Poy- 
ſon for thy Souls Death, 

2, If thox art clear, then this Reproof 
belongs not to thee, why art thou offended? 
What, art thou not willing others ſhould 
be cured who are ſick or guilty ? Or doft 
thow ſay I deal too ſharply with them ? 
They will not ſay ſo themſelves, if they are 
willing to be cured. Take heed of theſe 
childiſh or peeviſh Offences (if thou art 
clear ) leſt thou become guilty of the de- 
filement of thy own Soul thereby ; and take 
heed of fooliſh pity, leſt thou become gmil- 
ty of the deſtruttion of others thereby, A 
ſound Heart cries to God, Search me; and 
to man, Search me ; and take heed you 
do not decesve or flatter me, But a rotten 
Heart cries ont, when it i 1m a faithful 
hand , like the Wornan to the Prophet, 
x King/17.18, What have I to do with 
thee, O Man of God ? Art thou come 
to call my fin to remembrance ? 

Secondly, I pray thee accept of this my 
Service as if I bad ſent it tothee by name, 
from far, by a meſſenger on purpoſe : It 
deſerves as much, though not for my ſake, 
pee 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
yet for Chriſts ſake, who hath been the 
Author of it for thy ſake . for his / ake 
therefore, and for thy own, 1 do humbly | 

| 


and earneſtly beſeech thee that thou doſt | 
faithfully and labortouſly thy utmoſt en- 
deavour to profit by it as much as poſſibly 
thou canſt, and pray earneſtly that all 
others may do the like into whoſe hands it 
may come, But, 

Thirdly, Let not the reading of this 
Book, hinder thee in the reading of thy 
Bible, (Gods two Teſtaments ) no, not of 
one Chapter therein, whilſt thou liveſt, 
T charge thee i efore the Lord, and I can 
do no leſs, for I am ſo jealous of Readers | 
(though godly ) that they are [o eaſily | 
drawn out of their Bibles, that if I write | 

but a Letter to a Friend, which I judge 
- may be acceptable, I am, inſtead of ſending 
it, ready to throw it into the Fire, and 
burn it, that it may never go of ſuch an 
evil Errand, as to hinder ſo good and 
bleſſed a work, as the reading ofthe pure 
Word of God 1s. That thou mayeſt there- 
fore ſufficiently read this Book, and thy 
Bible never the leſs, take thy time out of 
that thou doeſt uſe to ſpend in idleneſs, or 


vain and unprofitable talking, or in exceſ- 


fue labour, or ſleeping. eAnd in ſo doing, 
£ iſ 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


I ſoberlytell thee I ſhall bcartily thank, 
thee. 

 Fourthly, Neuher let it (being new) 
hinder the reading of other mens Writings, 
which (though thou haſt read) may be 
yet more profitable to thee : I am jealous 
alſo hert ; nay, 1 am ſure it is a Duty too 
much nepletted, T heſe t1mes have occaſs- 
oned the publiſhing of ſome Books by them 
that are in Boxds ; who, becauſe thy can- 
not come to you and preach, have writ and 


ſent to you ſome ſound, ſeaſonable and 


profitable Preces, whereunto you will do 
well to take heed they riſe not up in judge- 
ment againſt you ; or, that God who gave 
them opportunity of writing them, by ta- 
king away their liberty iz Preaching, do 
not give thee an opportunity of reading 
them, by taking away thy liberty in Hear- 
ing. If thou d;dſt but know what a Play it ' 
35 to read Books, if compared with the 
Pain of writing them, thou wouldeſt judge 
thy ſelf worthy of Keproof,, for negletting 
this godly Recreation ; it being to compare 
wuh the former, but like the telling over 
Money. after it 1s dearly earned. «And 
ſeeingthey are ſent home to thee take heed 


thou art not like the Iſraelites, who loath- _— 


ed the Manna that fell about their Tents, © 
Nor 


Pia:119, 
162, 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Nor like the People that live among the 
Gold Mines, who are weary of digging 
it ; at which toyl others (lroing at a great 
diſtance) would rejoyce 4s when one findeth 
a preat ſpoyl : Wo be to them that ſhall be 
found with their empty Combs, in the day 


' when God comes to take up his Honey,who 


EcC,3.1. 


VEeTI.11, 


have had the Flowers growing at their 
doors, ont of which they nught eaſily have 
gathered Hoxey to fill them ; they will 
ſmart for thetr eaſe, when they ſhall have 
every buſie Bee to ſling them with a wit- 
xeſs, Iſa.y.4. Matth.25.3,8,10,26,30, 
& 12,42, 

Fifthly, Pray, and ſluddy, and learn 
rightly to time every Duty : Thewiſe 
max ſaith, To every thing there js 2 
ſeaſon + axd He, i.e. God, hath made 
every thing beautiful in his time. The 
loweſt Duty in ſeaſon, is more beautiful 
ard profitable then the higheſt out of ſea- 
ſon, It #5 poſſible thou mayſt be reading 
thy Bible, when thou (houldeſt be reading 
of other Writers ; though more probable 
thou wilt be reading them, when thou 
ſhouldeſt be reading thy Bible; but moſs 
like of all, that thou wilt be reading nei- 
ther,when thou ſhouldſt be reading euher, 
Jet he that is reading of either, when be 
; ſhould 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ſhould be a reaping, i ont of his place, and 
had as good be a F And if it þe (o 
uncoimely and unprofitable to be in Spuritu- 
al Exerciſes, when thou ſhouldeſt be in thy 
Calling ; what ts it then to be working,or 
playing, or idling, when thou ſhouldſt be 
praying, or reading, or bearing ? Learn 
therefore (whatever it coſt thee) this un- 
derſtandingyto do every thing in his ſeaſon; 
and ( if the Spirit of the Work be not wan- 
ting ) this will make thy light ſhine like | 
Apples of Gold in Pictures of Silver, 4s Pro,25,u - 
Solomon ſa:th a word fitly ſpoken will og 
do : and if one word in ſeaſon be (o good . 
and amiable, what is the whole ſervice of | 
God im the Beauties of Holineſs ? 

Laſtly, Ani pray for me, «that 1 may p,, . 5. 
go and do likewi(1 - that 1 may know the 23. 
will of God and do it » that 1 may prove Rom.12.2 
what ts that good and perfett and accepta- * Theſl, 
ble Will of God ; and knowing how I ought 7 pe, ,. 
fo walk, and to pleaſe God, that I may 11. 14 
therein abound more and more, that God | 
21: all things may be glorified in me, thorow 
Feſus Chriſt, for: whoſe ſake I alſo pray 
thee that thog wilt pray for bim and bis, 
(according to Gen. 17, 7.) who # thy 
Servant for Jeſus ſake, | *» 


PER EN IE 224 
To the Poor 
Chriſtleſs Sinner. 


Oor Sinner ! If 
» | | 
Ne thou wilt read 

AS this Book, 1 


refer thee to- 


WIN 
» Wh ward the latter 


> iN End, to begin 
at Pape 129, 

where thou ſhalt find I have not 
wholly forgotten thee : Which latter 
Part being (as I judge) moſt ſuitable 
for thee, [ do in love to thy Soul (mm 
which alſo 1 writ it) deſire thee to- 
read that firſt, leſt thou art in Hell 
before thou comeſt at it 5 and if God 
ſhall ſpare thee, and grve thee ſpace, 
1 would have thee begin the Book af- 
terward, and read it through 3 for 
though I have direftted that latter 
PR. 


part to thee, and thee to that, yet 1 
' exclude thee not from reading. the 
former, not knowing where thawbilt 
find the word that will awaken ties, 
or whether in this Book, or in any. 


Tothe Chriſtleſs' Sinner. - * ** 


other, or in none, until thou art in -* 


Hell, If thou thinkeſt theſe hard . 
ſayings, know I am not a ſcratching 
of itching Ears, but I am a knocking 
at thy hard heart, which muſt be bro-. 
ken, or elſethy Soul muſt be damned ; 
And whether I ſhall prevail or no, 
and pull thee out of the fire, I know © 
not, Nevertheleſs at (hrijts (om- 
mand I will let down the Net 3 And 
that the good Lord in mercy may take 
thee by 1t, ſhall be the prayer of him 
who u thy Souls Friend, 

J. W. 
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R xv.44 4 Fs p 
Nevertheleſs I have {amewhat @5; 
gainſt thee, becauſe thou re { 


thy firſt Love. 


$i are the res of 


| JESUS; of whom 
it 'ivas ſaid, even in 
the days of his fl: :\b, 

'vherr he tabernicled: 


Bod / That never man ſhake like this man; 46. 


NB. LLEY tors, | 


an aſcended glotified Heb.$;y. 


in our _iveak natural Jotnq; 


| Whoſe words then amazed all his Audi. John 18, k 


—_ | 3 6 
+ Jon wm , 


I7, 


oe 4 ; T7 = Pp fn a TY 


ward to the ground : but now being 
glorified, the fight of him makes Fobs 
(though he was 1n the Spirit) fall at his 
feet as dead. And however this man 
Chriſt Jeſus, in his ſweet deſpiſed hu- 
mane Nature, was,or is, beheld with a 
carnal Eye, yet now he is the Kin 

eternal, immortal inviſible, the onely wi F/ 


t Tim.1- God, to whom be honour and glory for ever 


and ever, Amen, 

In the Text there are theſe two parts 
into Which it may be divided : 

Firſt, Here is a loving faithful Re- 
buke, viz. [ have ſomewhat againſt thee, 

Secondly, The reaſon of this Re- 
buke, viz, Becanſe thou haſt left thy 

Love. 
Thirdly, Here is alſo to be confi- 


dered the Perſon rebuking, viz. The | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And, 


Fourthly, The Perſon or Perſons re | 


buked, viz. The Angel or Meſlenger 


of the Church, or the Church it ſelf, | 


' tors, & ſomtimes made them fall back- 


: 


*. ©s. NW... "LM 


or any particular Member worthy of ! 
reproof : What I ſay to one, I ſay to all, | 
ſaith the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The | 
words being thus divided and confider- ! 


ed, here appeareth this Obſervation : 


That | 


: 


> =. C6 KF LXq©SC MM T4 £5 _>cff. 
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' Word, or deed, &#rine. 


| ſes, their faithful quick-lighted Watch. 
; man, whoſe fight was ſo clear and du- 
| Table, that of himitis ſaid, when he " 


| quickly did God rebuke Moſes and As- 
| ron for ſmiting the Rock'twice, for weh 


| Numb.20,12, & 27.14, Deut.1.37. 


for th tofs A # Lang, © » 
That the Lord Fe C boil the Head D Dofr. 
of the Church, over-lookgth, or watcheth k, 
over the C hurch with a quick, Eye, 

For the proof of this, take theſe Scri- 
ptural Evidences, 

x. If there be the leaſt miſcarriage F » 4 F- 
in a Churchor Perſon, Jeius Chriſt be. Vidence 


boldeth it, whether it be in thought, _ Foy 


How ſoon was the firſt fin that ever 
man commitcted, eſpied out 2 How 
quickly is fdaw called tg an account Gen.2.8, 
for it > and hovy (ſeverely 18 it proſecu- 
ted? How ſuddenly did God ſee Qnaxs 
ſecret ſin, and (lay him for it? Gea.38. 
10, How ſoon did God ſee [ſrae!'s fin ? 
Exed.z2.7, Go, get thee down, ſaith 
God to Moſes, & People have corru 
ted themſelves ; God 1a it before 


died an hundred and twenty years old, 
Hu Ee was not dim, Dzut. 34.7. How 


he fell Chort of the Land of Canaan, 


How quickly was Achans fin ſeen ? far 
B 2 which 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
which God ſuffered Iſrael to fall bs. 
fore their Enemies ; neither wonld he 
be with them to ſave them, null the ac. 
curſed thing was taken away, Foſþ.7,) 
IO,11,12, Hoiy (gon did God tend the 
Prophet Iſaiah, to reprove and de- 
nounce Gods Judgements to good He. 
zthiah, for ſhewing the King of Baby- 
lon's Meſſengers his Treaſures, though 
engaged by their kindneſs ? Multitudes 
of ſuch inſtances there are in the holy 
Scriptures, all of which to alledge, 
would be more tedious then convent 
ent; therefore bur a few more : Saith 
Fob, Chap. 13.27. T hou lookeft narrowly, 
to all my pathes, thou ſetteſt a print ups 
the Heels of my feet : and Chap.14.16 
For now thou numbereſt my ſteps ; do 
not thou watch over my ſin ? my tran(- 
greſſuon ts ſealed up in abag. As if Fol 
' thould ſay, I am walking in a narrow 
way, With ſuch a ſtamp on both my 
heels, that I cannot take one ſtep out 
of the way, neither to the right hand 
norto the left, but this print on my 
heel will leave an impreſſion behind 
it ; and God watcheth over my fins, 
and numbereth theſe by eps, and tel- 
Jeth them over as men do their nayy 

| and 


for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 

and ſealeth itup in'a bag. And David 
oiveth the ſxme reſt:mony to rms Truth, 
Pial.56.8. Thou telleſt my wardrings : 
and Pſal. 139.2. T hou knoweſt my down- 
fitting and mine up-riſing ; thou haſt be. 
ſet me behind and before : and there ts 
not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, 
thou kxyoweſt it altogether. Yea, laith 
God himſelf ro this Truth, T hine Inj;- 
quity is markgd before me, Jer.2.22, I 
far the.c are many Chrittians that 1n- 
ſtead of being aware"ot this, are ſay- 
Ing in. fect, as Saxl, I have done the 
Commandment of the Lord ; to whom 
God may be ſaying, Wnat means then 
-this blzating, that theſe favoured ſpared 
Corrupiions mekes in my ears,” which 
are always open to hear,as my eyes afe 
to ſe” ? Heb,q.13. Nether « there any 
Creature that 1s not manifeſt in hu ſight ; 
but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do. 

2, If there be never ſo much worth Second 
in a perſon, or nzver ſo many things Evidence 
which are godly and commendable, yet j, 7,0 
can they not all make a covering t0'&rine, 
hide one fn from Chriſt your Spea- 
tor, nor yet make an excuſe tor one fin 

B 3 by 
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Chrif contending with bis Spouſe 
by him diſcovered : A Chriſtian can= 


not by all his good works hide one evil 


work from Chrit, A gift (ſaith Solo- 
won) blindes the eyes; but he doth not 


. ſay Chtilts eyes: Hab.1.13. Thos art 


of purer Eyes then to behold evil, axd 
canſt not look on iniquity * this relates to 
Chriſt's beholding the Church ; for of 
the World, ſee what followeth : Why 
boldeſt thou thy tongue when thou lookeſt 
on the wicked, which devoureth the man 
that is more righteous then be ? God is 
filent with the wicked for the greateſt 
fin, but the Church he will reprove for 
the leaſt fin. Conſider how highly this 
Church at Epheſus is praiſed, and for 
how many things, Rev.2.2,3. 1 kyow 


thy works, and thy labour, and thy pati=* 


exce; and how thou canſt not bear them 
which are evil; and thou haſt tried thens 
which ſay they are eApoſiles, and are not, 
wil haſt found them lyars ; and baſt born, 
and baſt patience, and for my Name ſake 
baft laboured, and haſt not fainted: And 
what, will not all this do? Read on; 
Nevertheleſs have ſomwhat againſt thee. 
Reader, top a little, and conſider with 
thy ſelf : Doſt not thou come far ſhort 
of this Church? Hath not Chriſt more 
again(t 
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for the loſs of her Firf Love, . 9» ©: 
avainſt rhee then thus? and art thou 
at quiet 2 Might not this Church bet- 
ter plead its caſe then thy elf, and 
ſay, Haſt thou ſomething againſt me, 
Lord, who am thus commendable ? 0- 
ther Churches are far more faulty ; 
there is Sardis and Laodicea, who are 
not to be compared to us ; I pray thee 
contend \vith them. Saith Chriſt, Net- 
ther their Sins nor your Righteouſneſs 
ſhall excuſe you for this one fin : Not- 
wichſtanding all your Vertues, I find « 
decay in your Love, for which I am 
coming QUICKLY witha Judg- 
ment ready to execute upon! you, ex. 
cept you repent, Which very Judg- 
ment hath befallen ſome of late, from 
whom the Kingdom of God 1s now ta- 
ken, according to Matth.21.43. from 
which Scripture they had warning, and 
were fore-told of this Judgment in 
time, if they had known the time of 
their Viſitation, When their Watch- 
men looked and ſaw their Glory on the 
Threſhold, which is now departed ; 
by reaſon of which ſome have ſpread 
out their hands, ſaying, #o #s me, that 
1 dwell in the Tents of Kedar ! though it 
may be others, like Galbo, care for none ' 
B 4 of 
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&rine, 


Chriſt contending with his $ pauſe 
of theſe thin2s. But take notice that 
this alſo. confirmeth the Truth in hand, 
viz. The J1dgement being executed 


| before our eyes. 
The third. , The third Evidence to prove the 
Evidence NoErine, is this :- That Jeſus Chriſt 
to prove ſeech allo whatſoever is commendable 


in a Perſon ; though but a Dram of 
Worth, or Grace, or Vertue, amongſt 
many Pounds of Sin, all his Evils can- 


nor hide ic from Chriſt, who ſeeth it, | 


and, will acknowledge it : Rev. 3.1, [ 
know thy works, that: thou haſt a name 
that thou lweſt; and art dead , and is 
that all 2 No, Be watchful, and ſtreng: h- 
en the things that remain, that are ready 
todie: I will own them, ſaith Chuiſt, 
as l6ng as there 1s any hife-in them, 
And verſ.4. Thor haſt a few Names, 
even in Sardws, (that dead C hurch,) that 
bave not defiled their Garments, and they: 
fhall walk with me in white, for they are 
worthy, Jeſus Chriſt is not like, them, 
neither are they in his ſteps, who when 
they-can lee any.evil in a perſon offen- 
ding, will train it.until it is broad e- 
nough to cover all his Worth 5 whil 
on the other hand, they can cover as 
much Sin with as little Grace, mu 
| they 


—— _—— 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 
they are pleaſed. But Jeſus Chriſt is not 
like ſuch, he is more upright then fo : 
Zeph.3.5. The Juſt Lord « in the midſt 
of her, he will ds NO iniquity, Job 34. 
21. For his eyes are upon the ways of may, 


and he ſeeth all his goings , there ts no 
darkneſs nor ſhadow of death where the 


' Workers of iniquity may hide themſelves ; 


for he will not lay upon man more then 
right, &c, For the further confuma- 


| 11on of chis DoRtrin?, there are multi- 


tudes of Examples from the Judgments 
of God for fin, belide thoſe dayly 
Convictions Chriſtians meet withfrom 
the Word and Spirit of God, for mil. 


Carriages ; by reaſon of which we muſt 


conclude with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.g0.8. 
T hoy haſt ſet our iniqus: ies before thee, 
our ſecret ſins the light of thy counte- 
wance, But if any (tand in doubt of 
this Truth; and want a further proof, 
they (hall (hortly have it, and be reſol- 
ved; even ivhen Chrilt comerhito make 
them know. that which he ſaith a l che 
Churches ſhall know,v:z. T bat I am he 
that ſearcheth th: heart, and trieth the 


reins, to give every one according to his 


| works. 


ObjeR. But why doth Chriſt look ſo 


var roWe 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
narrowly after the fins of the Church 
Hath he not taken them away by his de 


=_— 


a71c 
hat 


on the Croſs, and | y that one Offering per| fas 


felled for ever them that are ſantiified ? 
The fir AP: Becauſe he cannot other 
Reaſon Wiſe be faithful to the Church, andt 
why histruſt, The offering up of his Bod 
Chriſt upon the Croſs for the fins of his Pec 
— , le, that relates to his Prieſtly Office 
Church, but this work of Convition,or reproc 
for fin, that belongs to his Prophetic 
Office, Chriſt is not onely a Prieſt, re 
offer and make ſatisfaction for fin ; bu 
alſo a Prophet to reprove for ſin, At 
3.22. For Moſes truly ſaid (not falſly 
a Prophet ſhall the Lord your God rai, 
up unto you of your Brethren like unto me 


 . eMoſesreproved for Sin, Chriſt muſt 
Levit.19. do the like, The Lav ſaith, Thox ſhalt 
NES n an) wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 


Gal. 4.4, ſuffer ſin upon bj, Chriſt was made un 
der this Law : and though, as he is you 


Prieſt, he ſuffered your fins to lie on 


his back on the Croſs ; yet as he is you 

Prophet, you ſhall find he will not ſuf 
fer your fins to lie in your boſom, but 
he will ſurely and faithfully reprove 
you, as he muſt do who is a Prophet of 


Preacher ; he muſt reprove, rebuke, 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 
and exhort : for ſaith God, He that 
hath my Word, let bim fÞcak, my Word 


fairbflly, Thus doth Chiift, rho hath 


the Word, Iſa.59.21. and is called, 
and alſo calleth himſelf, The fas:hful 
and true Witneſs, Rev.i.5., & 3.14. 


The ſecond Reaſon 1s, Becaule that The ſe- 


except Jeius Chriſt doth watch dili- 


cond Regs 
n w 


cently over his People, and reprove on why 
for (in, they cannot be in ſafety ; and warcherb 


that by reaſon of the deſtrutive_na- 


1 ture of their (in (not to ſpeak of other 


Enemies ) Which fin of theirs would 
ſurely deſtroy them, were it not for 
JESUS, who ſhall ſave his People from 
their Sins, In this Irelate tothe King- 
ly Office of Chriſt, as he is the Head 


| of the Church to rule or govern it; 


which Church would be in as ſad a po- 


| ture, were it not for the Government 


thatis upon his Shoulder,as the Jewiſh 
Church would have been in, without 
Moſes their Leader, in the Wilder- 
neſs ; Whoſe back could not be turned, 
but they were conſulting to return in- 
to Egypt,and to make neiv Idol-Gods : 
they need neither Serpents nor Phsl:- 
ſtines to deſtroy them, if once left with- 
out a Guide, No more doth the C _ 


over the 
Church, 


12 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe | 
of Chriſt that now 1s, need either De 
vils or Perſecutors to divide and de 
firoy them, they would ſoon do 1 
themſelves, Were it not for Chit, yh 
15 the Head of che Church, which 1s a1 
' Body, the Feet of whictt he 1s to guid 
Luk, 1.29 1n che Way of Peace vith his on eye 
Pſal.32.8, Hence Cniilt is called (i 
£217x9- the Original) an Overſeer, x Pet.2.25 
mT, ve commonly read, as it is tranſlated 
Biſhop, whole proper Work it 18 to fake 
| theover-fight and care of the Flock 
even as the Head careth for the ſafer 
of the. Body, it being the Sear of thoſs 
internal Senſes which are exc:c:[ed iy 
all ſuch conſultations for the Bode 
welfare, to ivit, Imagination, Judg 
ment, Memory. Ic is according io the 
eOvernment of the Head, that ihe Bc 
dy tzkes unple:ſant Payhick to remove 
ill Humours, in order to the health of 
the Body ; and it is according to the 
Rule and government cf the Head} 
that the Feet carry the Budy to the 
Chyrurgion, to be cured of a (ore Ie 
or Arm. The Hed knowerh the Phy 
fick will make the Body and Head hott 
fick, and the Head knoweth the Chy: 
rurgion will put to pain, when he lanz 
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' ceth or clenſeth che wound, or cuts 1- 


for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 


way the proud fl ſh, this will make 
the H<ad ſhake, and cry OH! OH! yer 
this keeps neither from. Dor nor 
Chyturgion, becauſe it 1s in order for 
cure. So Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of the 
Body. the Church, it is according to 
his Kingly Government that you have 
bitter affi;tions, ſpiritual Phyhck ad- 
miniltred when your S-uls are corrup- 
ted with fin, and alſo that you are. 
wounded and lanced by Conſcience, 
the Law,and Satans hery darts ; Chriſt 
your Head knoweth theſe ſharp inſtru- 
ments will pain you : but ſeeing it 18$ 
for your Souls health, he will neither 
ſpare for your crying, nor yet to avoid 
his own ſhare in your ſufferings ; for 
in all your aſflictions he 1s affli Red I{ſa. 
63.9, He takes it as done to himſelf : 
Saul, Saul, ſaith Chriſt, why doſt thou 
perſecute me? OH myLeg! OH Ty 
Foot! OH my Toe! ſaith the Head, 
when any of theſe Members are under 
the Chyrurgions hands : Hethat touch- zech.2,8 
eth you, roucherh the Apple of mine Eye, 
ſaich God, Let all aMiitzd Chiiftians 
then ſay with David, 1 know, O Lord, 
that thy Fudgements are right, and that 


'Vſe. 


Mal, 1:6. God may ſay, If be a Father, where 1s 


ft contending with his Spouſe 
1n faithfulneſs thou haſt affiited me, Pl, 
II9.7F. 

Is this a Truth ? Is the Eye © 
GOD over us ? Is it a bclieved 
Truth by thee, Reader > What means 
all thy vain idle words in company, 
and thy carnal compliance wich the 
ungodly, leſt they ſhould be offended 
with thee, or detide at thee 2 Moſes 
endured the reproach, as ſeeing Him 


who is inviſible, and eſteemed it high-|ſ 


ly, and yet came ſhort of Canaar ; and 
doſt thou think to enter ? Doſt thou be. 
lieve the Eye of God ison thee ? What 
means all thy carnal, covetous, luſtful, 
revenging, or envious thoughts, when 


thou art alone > What means all thy} 


idle wandrings, and loathſome luke- 
warmneſs, in Prayer ? Either thou 
doſt not believe, or elſe thou doſt not 
confider that the Eye of God is over 


PT 
whe 
ſel\ 
the 
eve 
the 
Th 
der 


thee : He ſeeth what thy end is in rea» 


ding this Book, as all other things. If | + 


the Eye of the Father will ſubje& the | 
Son, and the Eye of the Maſter avv the * 
Servant, how ſhould the Eye of God | 
make his Sons and Servants to ſtand in 
ave? There are a great many to whom 
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mint honour ? And f I be a Mafter, 
where is my fear ? who behave them- 
ſelves as if God were neither their Fa- 
ther, nor yet their Maſter : yet may 
every one lay with Hagar, where-ever 
they are, and whatever they are doing, 
Thou God ſceſt me, Gen.16.13, O Rea- 
der, tremble, and cry out with Peter, 
and ſay, ſeeing it 18 thus, What manner 
of perſon ought [ to be,'in all boly Conver- 
ſation and Godlineſs ! 


Thus far of Gods all-ſeeing Eye over 
ſin in general, I come now to treat 
of this (in in particular, which is ex- 

refled in my Text, viz. The loſs of 

ve: And becauſe this word, Firſ 
Love, is the principal word, I ſhall in 
this enſuing Diſcourſe wholly infit 
upon it ; and in the proſecution of it, 
ſhew you, 

Firſt, The nature of this Firſt Love, 

Secondly, The ObjeGts of Firſt Love, 


[f | 
e | 
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Thirdly,The Reaſons or Cauſes of it, 

Fourthly, I ſhall ſhew how perſons 
come to loſe their firſt Love. 

Fifthly, I ſhall lay down ſome figns 
whereby you may knoiy a peiſon that 
hath loſtir, 


S:xthly, 


4 


3 
eſus 


hriſt. feedeſt: and Chap. 2. 5. Stay me with 


The firſt . x. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, For the 
ObjeZ *f proof of this, ſee Cant, 1.7, Tell me, O' 


| - þ aut avi | Se 1! ny "a 
Sixtbly, 1 ſhall give ſome Direat: 
ons for its recovery, hen loſt, 


Sevemhly, Ana laſty, I ſhall come 
to make tome Application. 


| 
: 1 


Firſt, The nature of it; Itis a zet- 
lous, fervent, or hot Love. Bur be-] 
cauſe this will fully and plainly appear 
n the proof of other things, 1 thall 
paſs 1t, | 

Secondly, The Objects of it, which 
are chi-fly theſe four : 


thow whom my Sonl loveth, where thou 


Flaggons, comfort me with Apples, for 
am ſick, of Love : and Chap. 5.8. Þ 
charge you, O Daughters of Jeruſalem, if 
ye find my Beloved, that ye tell him that I 
am ſick of Love. Here you have the! 
Spouſe in her firſt love to Chriſt, anda 
lively Emblem of a Soul in its fiſt 
love. This thereth Jeſus Chriſt to be 
the Obje of this Love, & alſo (hew- 


fe 


eth the nature of it to be a hotlove ; 


as I told you before it would appear in 
the proof of other things : as, Stay me, 
and, [charge you that ye tell him 1 am 


ſick 
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infrefreſh me. Thus e Amor with his un- * 
we, favful Love, is ſaid to fall fick, and, 


am 
ick 


' *for the boſs of ber Firſt Love, T7 | 
Fek of love 3; they are expreſſions that 
do fignifie that the party thus expreſ. 
fing, is almoſt overcome with his diſ. 
eaſe, and that if he have not cur:, he 
dieth; which indeed is the language 
of every ſuch Soul, Give me Chriſt, or 1 


| die, There 18 nothing but Chriſt can 


content that Soul that hath true love to 
Chiiſt : Ir is poſſible they may have 


| love to other things, but irs impotſible 


they ſhould have ſatisfaion in them, 

Nov the reaſon why this firſt Love The reg, 
to Chriſt, or to any other ObjeR, when /9n why 
paſſionate, becomes a diſeaſe, and makes rage oe | 
fick, is, Becauſe the vehement Rream {. þ; 
of this affeKion , Love, draieth all 
the ſpirits after it, to ſerve onely for 
the nouriſhing of that Aﬀection ; 
which hot Love is of a conſuming nas 
ture, as appears by theſe words, Ther... 
zeal of thy Houſe hath eaten me up ; The Cant,$.6 
coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath 
a moſt vehement flame, and ſo walts the 
ſpirits : Therefore ſaith the Spouſe, 

Stay me with Flaggons of Wine to re- 
vive my ſpent ſpirits, and Apples to 


2Sam.1 33 


Toy lean from day to day, Somewhat. 
hike 


18 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
like this, is that of death, in which hour 
Nature draweth all the diſperſed ſpirits} 
ro the heart, to help it in its great 
need; by reaſon of which contraction 
the extream parts, as feet and hands, 
are dead and cold, whilſt the heart re- 
mains alive. And truly by reaſon of the[; 
near relation and union between Soull 
and Body, and their mutual depen- 
dance one upon the other, you may un 
derſtand this ſickneſs of Love, to be axe, 
Diſeaſe incident both to Soul & Body,|rez 
This Gckneſs 1s for want of Chriſts|;ng 


Sick for preſence, and the aſlurance of his lov&yye; 
Chriſts tothe fick Soul, without both whichqor 


preſence. 


Gen. 34» 
12, 


there can be nocure. Itisin this caſh 
as \vith a man whoſe affe&tions are 1n-{zhe; 
ordinately ſet upon a woman, nothing; » 
will content him but her preſence and j;þ 
her love; not her preſence withoutf | 
her love, nor her love without her pred tak, 
ſence, both which he muſt have, what4cyn 
everit colt, As Shechem (aid to Facoll tho, 
and his Sons, when his Soul clave to hifmoz 
Daughter, and their Siſter D:»ab, Athe! 
me NEVER ſo much Dowry antlint 
Gift, and [will give according as ye ſh ing 


Jay ; but give me the Damſel to wife : Uchy 
as he pleaded with her &e/atzons himſelf ed « 


r 


inthe bf: of her Errft Lowe 
ur! ſo he ſets his Father Hamor to plead for 
itYhim; as did alſo Sampſon in the like 
Al! caſe, Judg.14.2. I bave ſeen a woman in 
on Timnab, now therefore get her for me to | 
ds, wife : This you know 1s the courſe of 
[e-| the World. Thus it 1s with a Soul that 
hel is fick of love for Chrift : O bow will 
ull he call upon Chriſts Relations to plead 
D-Ifor him! O pray, pray, I am undone 
In-{for ever, if I prevail not ; my ſins are 
© ready to fink me into Hell, O Iam 
ly, ready to drop into everlaſting Burn. 
iffings : but that is not all, for if there 
VAwere neither Sin nor Hell, yet I could 
Icinot bear it to be ſeparate from Chriſt, 
aſe whom I ſo dearly love : 7 charge you 
IN-ltherefore, O ye Daughters of Feruſalem, 
IDgH:f ye find bim, that ye tell bim that I am 
nd fck of love. 


out] Neither will the Sonl in this caſe 77. * * 
TC4 take any denial : Shechems will be cir- Love. 


at1cumciſed, when denied for want of it, 
cl though it coſt him his life : Sampſon is 
by more earneſt, when oppoſed by his Fa- 
1:ther and Mother, then before. A Soul 
m41n this caſe, is like the blind man cry- 
2a ing for his eye-fight, who when he was 
N charged by many to hold his peace, cri- 
ledsa GREAT deal the more, Thow ' 
ſe C 2 Sou 


"11ſt contending with bus Spou 
Son of David, bave mercy on me, Thi 
firſt Love is like a mighty ſtream,which 
being Ropped, bears down ALL befor 
it, through its violence; or as the Ri 


Joſh.3.15 ver Fordan, it will over-flow all its 
banks : according to that of Shechem| 


«A ih,me NEVER ſomuch Dowry,1 wm 
give ut : Here is no bounds kept, il 
there be any oppoſition in the way 
How if Facob had asked more the 
Shechem had to give 7 why that 1s no 
thought off ; his thoughts are ſo muc} 
upon his D:nah,he forgets that.; as thi 
woman of Samaria did her Water-po 
when ſhe ran home without it to ca 
her Neighbours to ſee Chriſt , ups 
whom her heart was noiv ſet; and thu 
Shechem promiſeth more then he is abl 
to perform : as Mary Magdalen all 
did , who would (in. her violent loy 


to Chriſt) undertake to carry his deat: 


Body : for ſaith ſhe, If thou haſt bi 

him hence, tell me where thou haſt la 
him, and I will take him away , as litt 
conſidering ſhe was not able to carry 
heavy a eight, as Shechem that he W 

not able to give as much as Facob 

able to ask, 


No 
LI 


- for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 

Now the Reaſon why this firſt Love 
is ſo violent, is, Becauſe the AﬀeRi- 
ons run all one way : As a River 1n a 
oreat and haſty flood, if it keep within 


' its banks, and run all one way, the 


ſtream 1s deep, ({wifr, and violent ; all 
the men in a Town cannot ſtay ir : but 
if the bank in many places be cut, and 
the Water let out into many lefler 
ftreams, they then all run ſhallow, 
weakly, and ſlower in motion, and the 


| main River, it may be, is ſo ſhallow 


and flow in running, that a feiv Boyes 
can ſtop it, if it be not quite dried up, 
Why thus it is With a Soul in its firſt 
Love to Chriſt, when its Aﬀections run 


| all one way: Sav I ſuch a one, I would 
| ſay, Now Devil do thy worſt, ſtop this 
4 ſtream wich fleſh and blood, and Prin= 
I- Cipalitits and Powers ; ſet up Father, 


Mother, Maſter, Perſecutors, Mockers, 


| Flatterers, &c. it ſhall bear down all 


before it: but when the Bank is cut, 


yi and your love divided into many 


ireams, and one Rream runs towards 
Parents, another towards Children, 
another towards the World, another 
towards fin, by this time the main Ri- 


ver runs ſo ſlowly Chrift-ward, that a 
C 3 little 


2C 
Reaſon 
of the vi- 
olence of 


firſt Love 


2 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
little thing will Ray it ; the Devil has 
not much to do noiv, nor doth he need 
many inſtruments to keep thee from 
Prayer, Reading, Hearing ; two or 
three Boys with a little dirt in their 
hands will dam up the fiream ; a little 
ilneſs, a little idleneſs, a little world- 
ly bufineſs will do it, if it be not alrea- 
dy quite drawn dry, But 

The Rea- Todive yet a little deeper, and to 

= why tell you alſo the reaſon why the Aﬀe. 

| arg Rions of the Soul in its fult Love run 
firſt, ſoviolently ; or why Loves ſo violent, 
zealous, and hot, at firſt more then af- 
terward ; and that is, The rarity or 
nevneſs of the Obje& : Ir 1s natural 
for us to deſire after things new, 
though they are not ſo excellent %s: 
thoſe we commonly enjoy , or though 
their excellency confilts wholly or 
chiefly in their novelty. Saith the wiſe 
man, The Eye #s not ſatisfied with ſeeing, 
nor the Ear with hearing; why ? There 
i uo new thing under the Sun. Snow in 
. Summer, and Roſes and Cherries in 
Winter, are of excellent worth ; but 
what are they when the Earth is cover. 
ed with the one,until it make us quake, 
and When the Buſhes and Trees are 


loaden 
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loaden with the other until we are 
cloy'd and loath them 2 Yea, new fins 
are With ſome 1n great eſteem ; Nero 
oave Rewards to them that could in- 
vent new Luſts. Hoiv doth the blind 
man ivho never ſaw, defire to ſee that 
Sun, that Moon, them Stars which he 
hears others talk of ? and hoiv would 
he love the fight of them and other 
things which he never ſav, which we 
regard not, becauſe we have eyes to 
ſee them, and they common with us? 
But if the Sun be totally eclipſed, how 
do we 2aze and wonder, and deſire to 
behold it, though unprofitable (perhaps 
prejudicial) to us > Whereas we 
ſcarcely ſo much as think of its daily 
ſhining and circuit, although thereby 
the whole World is lightened, and great- 
ly profited , both Man and Beaſt. 
The Moon is a fairer Obje& for our 
feht when it's at the full, then when. 
eclipſed, but it's not ſo rare ; being at 
the full once a month, and eclipſed per- 
haps but once a year, and then ſome- 
times inviſible, How will mer. com- 
paſs Sea and Land for a fight of that 
they never ſaw, which others care not 
to behold, who have 'it dayly under 

| C 4 their 


2C hron. 
30. 5,21, 
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&Neh.8, 


Luk.m.1 


John 6, 
66, 
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their eye? How ſweetly ſoundeth the! 


Goſpel in our earsat firſt, and how dul- 
ly afterward? When good Hezekzab 


proclaimed the Paſſover that had not | 


been kept a long time, the Iſraelites 
kept ir ſeven days with great gladneſs ; 
and when them ſeven days were fint- 
ſhed,the whole Aſſembly took counſel, 
and kept other ſeven days with great 
oladneis: why ſo? O it was new, It 
had not been kept a long time. And 
ſo when the hearing of the Law read, 
and expounded, was neiv, Ve read that 
all the People gathered themſelves to- 
gether as one man, and the ears of all 
the People were very attentive unto 
the Book of the Law, from morning 
to mid-day : yea, at the very fight of 
the Book being opened, all the People 
lift up their hands,and bow down their 
their beads, and worſhip the Lord with 
their faces to the ground, weeping. 
When Fobs the Baptiſt comes firſt to 
preach, then Feruſalem and all Judea, 
anq all the Region round about Jordav, 
went out to him. When Chriſt came 
firſt to preach, ſuch innumerable mul- 
titudes followed him, that they trod 
One upon another, and all Wondet Ma 
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| his gracious words; but afterwards they 


"fi the loſs of ber Firſt Love,” ag 


were all filled with wrath, yea, many 
of his Diſciples left him, and walked 
| No More With him; and in the end not Mar.25; 
one of them was left remaining with 56. 
him, And this is our natural Courſe, 

even to defire after things new, though 

of little worth, And if things onely 

upon the account of their novelty be 
fo defirable and drawing, what then 

muſt Chiiſt needs be, to the Soul that 

ſeeth he 1s altogether lovely 2 who is 

not onely excellent becauſe pew, as 

other things are , but becauſe of his 
unſpeakable Worth and Glory, and 
eternal Excellency, who is as beautiful 

an Obje& to day, and to morrow, and 

for ever, as yeſterday. And why then 

19 he not as well beloved by us,as when 

we cry'd out for Flaggons to ſlay us, 

leſt we dye? why ? becauſe he is not- 

now ſo new as then, and therefore not 

ſo well beloved, if at all beloved by 
many, Who have changed an old Chriſt 

for a new Luſt. Thus are we by reaſon 

of our curſed covetous natures, like ' 
thoſe gluttonous Idolators, who muſt” 

have every 'day a new god ; or like 
Children who leap for joy of = to 
ay 
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It us 7ed- . 
lows for 18 zealous for the preſence and aflu- 


the honor xance of Chriſt, ſo it is for the honout 


of Chrilt. of Chriſt : and that Chriſt may be ho- 


ſeph to his Miftris (if aſſured of Chriſt) 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
day, Which to morroiwv they trample 
under their feet, I might weary you 
with ſuch-like inftances. But havins 
render'd the reaſon why Love 1s mo 
zealous or hat at the firlt, I ſhall ſpeak 
a little farther of the gracious tempet 
of a Soul (whilſt ) 1n its firſt Love 
whereby I ſhall alſo fignifie to you,or 
ive you ſome farther figns of fuk 
Love. 


As a Soul in its firt Love to Chriſt 


noured, O how holy will ſach a Soul be 
In all manner of converſation and god- 
lineſs, in thought, word and deed! and 
leſt Chriſt ſhould be diſhonoured, how 
tender ill the Soul be of finning a- 
oainſt him! O what a trouble is 1t to 
ſuch a Soul, if it fall into any fin ! yet 
if but tempted thereto ! and how will 
the Soul ſay to his enticing fin, as Jo- 


He hath given mea Being, Health, 
Food, Raiment, a heavenly Calling, 
p—_ Promiſes, Grace, Pardon, 

verlaſting Life, all in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt with all ; neither hath he kept 


back} 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 2 


ld back any thing from me, but thee, O 
Y thou GREAT Sin, O thou filthy Sin; 
7 hoiv then (hal I do this GREAT wick- 


edneſs, and fin againſt God?As God by 

reaſon of his great grace and love ex- 

tended to the Soul, will make little, yea 

bring to nothing many Mountains of 

fin, ſo will the Soul by reaſon of great 

orace and favour received from Chriſt, 

and love to Chriſt, make Mountains of 

thoſe fins which are (comparatively) 

ſmall. The fins of others are alſo ve- 

ry grievous to ſuch a Soul : Itis, with 
Rebeckgh, weary of its life, becauſe of gey, ,,: 
the Daughters of Heth ; with Lot, 46. _ 
vexed day by day, with the filthy con- 2Pet.2, 
verſation of the wicked ; with David, pf: - 
orieved to behold the Tranſgreſfſors ny. 
that keep not Gods Word ; like a lo- 

ving Child, who would be grieved to 

ſee his Father lie groaning under a hea- 

vy burden, ſaying, BEHOLD, I am * 
preſſed under you ; AH my Adverſaries ! Ia.1.244 
OH do not this abominable thing which 1 Jer-44-4. 
bate : this fin ſtrikes me at the heart ; amos 2; 
that prefſeth me, as a Cart is preſſed 13. 

that 1s full of Sheaves : O therefore, 

ſaith the loving Child, with David, 

Let the wickedne(s of the wicked come = Pſal.7:9, 


as End. $ 
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It s z1a- As a Soul 1nits firſt Love, 1s zealous 
lous for for the honour of Chriſt, ſo it is for the 
theKing- 
dom of 


Chiiſt. 


Kingdom of Chriſt ; and that it may 
be encreaſed, O how zealous 1s it for 
the converſion of Sinners and Neigh- 
bours ! eſpecially near Relations, as 


\ Parents, or Children, or Brethren: 


how diligent to bring them under an 
awakening Miniſtry! and when they 
are there, O how earneſt are they in 
their Souls, that this Word or that 
Word might fink down into their 
hearts, and make them cry our at the 
feet of Chriſt, What ſhall I do to be ſa- 


, ved? They are not like thoſe mad Soul- 


murdering Parents, who will not ſuffer 
their Children to come near an aWake- 
ning Miniſtry, leſt they ſhotld be diſ- 
quieted; chufing rather to have their 
poor Children damn'd, than troubled : 
But they cry, Lord, break ther bearts ; 
Lord, rend their hearts ; lay them at 
hells month, ſcorch them there ; any 
thing, good Lord,rather then damn them, 
And it no word take place, then they 
hang the wing ; why, what is the mat. 
ter, Soul > O my Father or Brother, 
or Child, is gone away from the Ser. 
mon Chriſtlefs to day, now under Cho. 

14%" 
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raz4n's Woes : I hoped to have got him 
{ to Heaven,and now he 18 in the depths 
of Hell : Now the Soul weeps and 
prays, and its great Requeſt is accor- 
ding to that of «Abraham, who ſaid go, , 
unto God, O that [ſhmael might live be- 18. 
fore thee ! and this not onely 1n love to 

n:| their Relations , but alſo in love to 

an} Chriſt: Would(t thou give thy Child 

ey} to Chriſt, (as Hannab lent her Same! * Sam.x. 
in} tothe Lord for his Life-time) to be ha- *+ 

Jath ted of all men for his ſake, if thou didſt 

eir} not love Chriſt ? Thou wouldſt not ſell 

hel him to another : O thou loveſt Chriſt 

a-| dearly, who art thus earneſt for the 

1l-} converſion of thy Relations, 
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er I come nov to ſhew the reaſons of 
e- the Souls love to Chriſt, its chief Ob- 
ſ-5 xkR. 


Ir Firſt, The love of Jeſus Chriſt to 

| :| the Soul, is the cauſe Lew Souls love Te Of 
53] to Chriſt. For the proof of this, ſee of the 
at | thatin x Joh» 4.19,We love him becauſe _ 

»j} he firſt loved w, This firft Love 1s a Chriſt, 
ys. | firefrom Heaven, which kindles onely 

y | in the hearts of thoſe whom Chriſt firſt 

t. | loveth. Jeſus Chriſt doth, as 1t's re- 

ported of ſome, that when they are 1n 

- | love, will give Love-powder to their | 

i Beloved/ 


The ſe- 


53 
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Beloved, to make them in love, that: 
they may come together ; they will. 


e1ve it becauſe they are in love: So 
doth Chriſt ; his love to you, is the 
cauſe of yours to him : his love was 
the cauſe of his death for you, Rev.1, 

8 Who loved us, and waſhed us from our 
5ns in his own Blood : and his love is 
the cauſe of that love he hath ſhed a= 
broad in your hearts by the holy Ghoſt, 


, the heavenly Love-powder by which 


he draiveth you after him, becauſe he 
hath loved you with an everlaſting 
love, 

The ſecond Reaſon of the Souls love 


. condRea- to Chriſt, is, The Beauty of Chriſt : 
fon of the Cant,5 .8.Tell him that 1 ans fichof love : 


Souls 
Jove to 
Chriſt. 


Why ? what is thy Beloved more then 
another Beloved, that thou art ſo fick 
for him ? O ſaith the Soul, He # white 


——_ s. andruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thou- 


ſand; and then makes a deicription of 
him from Head to Foot, and concludes 
with this lovely commendation, Hz 
Month is moſt ſweet; HE IS ALTO- 
GETHER LOVELY : Thw « my 
BELOVED. Thus it 1s with the Sool 
when its eyes come to be opened, to 
ſee the beauty of Chuilt, all his former 
delights 


For the loſs of her Firſt Love. 
t{ delights are dung and droſs in compa- 

|l } riſon with Chrift. IT remember once 

oO | Theard one ſay as followeth : When 

Ce | God gr my E * - wm more convin- 

Is | cedof the Beauty 0 rift. then of m 

s 7; C briſt - and Sher ies 

or | love to him, though I ſaw not the need I 

is | had of him. A remarkable paſſage. 

- | O this Beauty of Chriſt, when once 

t, | beheld, makes the Soul wiſh it might 

h | ever beholdit, and loſe the fight of is 

e | nomore : But if once loſt, 1t makes 

g | you,vith Mary (if love be not loſt too) 

weep at the fight of an empty Sepul- 

e | chre, Foh» 20.11, They have taken away 

: | my Lord, and I know not where they have 

: | lad him. Chriltleſs Ordinances are 

n | empty Ordinances to a Soul that is full 

k } of love to Chrit. You muſt under- 

'e | ſtand that I am ſpeaking of thz Beauty 

- | ofthe Perſon of Chriſt, in his now glo- 

xf | rified Body, which was made in our 

's | likeneſs, as a fir Obje& of our Love : 

s | as ſaith the Philoſopher, Similicude Ariſtotle 
- | (that 1s, likeneſs) # the ground of Love. 
y | And we knoiy that every Creature lo- 
1 | veth his kind or like. Thus as God 
o | did at firſt, in love to man, make him 
x | in his own likeneſs, as a fit Obje& for 
his 
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32 iſt contending with bis Spouſe | 
his Love; ſo, ſecondly, did God makeÞ 
himſelf in the likeneſs of man, thatF 
man might have a fit and lovely Ob. 
3:& to fix his Love upon. The firſt man 
4 of the Earth earthy, the ſecond man 
& the Lord from Heaven , whoſe Beau- 
ty when we behold, together with hisÞ 
oreat Love, by reaſon of which be did, Þ'@ 

' as is reported the Elephants will doÞ 

when their young fall into a deep pit, #8 

even leap in after them, though it colt Þya 

them their Lives. Thus did Chriſt af. Þ 

ter us: the which when a Soul ſeeth, ÞMl 

and withal that natural enmity and Far 
wickedneſs that is in the heart againſt Fae 

Chriſt, O what work makes this in the the 

heart! as ſaith the Apoſtle, The love of oth 

1Joh.3.1 Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus PA 
judge, that we are dead ſtinking Car- Þ* 
rions: as if he ſhould ſay, Lord, how 
is this! What I! ſaith the Soul: O 
wonderful! What manner of love is Þ* 
' this that the Father hath beſtowed on F 
ME! that I, who am a very Beaſt, nay 
worſe, a very Devil, fuller of fin then |, 
a Toad is of poyſon, That I ſhould be I 
called a Child of God ! | 


2 Cor. $. 


The ity 


n * 5+ the loſs of ber "rſt Love. - : 
'» The ſecond Obje& of this fir Love, Second 
-are, the Miniſters of Chriſt, and thax OÞjeRtof 
. + notwithſtanding all their 'infirmities, __ 
»þ Gal.4,33, 0. faith Panl,a Minifter off Chrit, 
» | Jeſus Chriſt, My temptation which was 
. $1899) fleſÞ, 'ye deſpiſed not, nor rejefted, 
$ | but recerved me as an Angel of God, yea, 
*& Chriſt Feſws + and is that all? No; 
faith he, / bear you record, that if it had 
bien poſſible, you would have plncked out 
gow own EYES, and have given then 
tome. Here you have a Church in ity 
fiſt Love to a Miniſter of Chriſt ; they 
cando'or ſuffer any thing for him, when 
mer Love is firſt kindled : But when 
they have loſt it, God knoreth it is far 
dtherwiſe ; then the ſame Pax! by the 
me Church; is looked upon with the' 
Rains eyes (that they could have pluck- 
edout) as an Enemy, for telling them 
ie truth': this is a ſad change, But 
the. Reaſons which' I ſhall render for 
this 'gteat Love to the' Miniſters of 
Larilhy "are two | ___-- Ar 
* x, Becauſe they ſee the Miniſters of r.Reafon 
;, (Chriſt are made inftrumental in'Gods of Love . , 
and, to'pull them our of the fire? I wo 

peak of thoſe now that are their Spi- of Chriſt 
itual Fathers, for it is upon them thar ys 
: D their 
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- their Love is in a more peculiar many; 


ner fixed. Itis in this caſe as follow 
eth,by way of compariſon. As ſuppoſeſhe; 
a man hath a Child that is running tolſgt 
an Apple-Tree, under which lieth 4 3, 


| Lion watching for Children :: the F 


ther ſends his Servant, Run (ſaith, he, ; 
as for your life ; he doth ſo, and calls nic 
the Child runs the faſter, beipg loth rally, 
20 Without his fine Apples : the Faifer, 
ther crieth out, the Servant runnethfey | 
with all his might, and overtaketh the 
Child juſt before its within the reaclghj 
of the Lion ; and laying bold on th&ur; 
Child, drops down out of wind, whic 
when he hath recovered, he brings hide ; 
home ; the Father meets him, and fallfy7, 
on his Neck, and kifleth him, Lak, 1giul ; 
20. The Child underſtanding this, Goſs,) 
what a love hath it to the Servant ! Ihino 
is true, the Fathers love was the cauWWel1 
that the Servant ran ſo faſt after bim, hey 1 
the Child alſo knoweth : but O wheel i 
the Child remembers how the Servathearc 
came running, calling, intreating hi 

to ſtay ; O, ſaith the Child, methir 

I ſee him Rill,how he dropt down wil 
mein his Arms, juſt as the Lion w 


opening his mouth to eat me, | Tl 


: " as wid al ; . RY 


n-Ft is vith you in your firſt Love to the 
vMiniſters of Chriſt, And when you 
ſelhear others ſpeak againſt them, and one 
daith this, another that, as in Mat. 16, 
Uþ33, ſaith Jeſus Chriſt, (the beſt Mini» 
*aRer that ever was) hom do men ſay that 
1 , the Son of man, am ?. Why ſaith hig 
$ Di ciples, Some ſay thou art Elias, ſome 
| KofYfay thou art Jobs the Baptiſt, othirs ſay 
erewmab, or one of the Prophits ; (omg 
he hath a Devil, and 1s mad : But 

tlidphons do YOU ſay 1 am ? aith Chrilt 
$ohis Diſciples, that he had plucked 
tof the Lions mouth : O ay they, 

icihos art Chriſt, the Sor of the living 
od ; they had another Name for him, 
allfifnd this is the Name wherewith bg 
IYlull be called, The Lord our Righteonſe 
, Goſs.) Thus it is With you,one ſaith one 
hings, the other ſaith another thing z 
aWell, ſay you, let them all ſay what 


, Shey will, I hope I ſhall have cauſe'to . 
he 


[s God to all Eternity, that ever L 


raend his voice,or ſav his face : I won. * 


tifffer'd what he ayled to call.ſo loudgand 
infin ſo faſt, to keep me from the Apple- 
viliee, my Pleaſures ; I ſaw no danger; 
Wihhd I thought he had been befhde hun- 
gf: bus juſt as he rook hotd on ime, I 
'F:: D 2 {ay 
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ſaw the Lion GAPE: O my $ 
was juſt a dropping into Hell, .ag 
ſpake that word that had almoſt mal 
his heart-ftrings crack _aſunder, uſe 
made him look as if he would hat, 
ſunk down in the place where he ſtool; 
and this was for me, that uſed to ſpe; 
againſt him openly, or hate him ſec 
ly! Now you (could pluck out y 
Eyes. This is the firſt reaſon of yall; 
Love to them ; you ſee they have, 
ved you from everlaſting Burninh 
I Tim,4.16, Fam,5.20, 

2d Rea. ' 2. The ſecond Reaſon 1s, Bect 
ſon of of the Beauty that 1s on them : Ev 
Love t9 thing thatis of God, is beautiful ; &, 
CE his Words, Ways, Children : Eyths 
Chriſt, Stone in Gods Building is beautilh 
and therefore his Miniſters art not, 
together uncomely , as they ſeem 
acarnal eye.But what is the Teſtim 
of Jeſus Chriſt concerning this think 
He is the fitteſt-Judge : ſa. 52.7. 
Luk. r0, -; there , bo os beautiful are the Feeh 
IS. them that bring good Tidings! thath 
AQt15-26 them that ——_ the Goſpel. You 
member how the Servant ran; he 
ther ſtopped, nor yet -turned afidt 
ſpare his feet, becauſe it was for 1 


* for the loſs of her Firſt Love, 37 
Sie,” though Bryars and Thorns, Ser- 
ps and Scorpions lay in his way. And 
ifthe Feet be ſo beautiful, which are 
the loweſt, meaneſt, and baſeſt part; 
Shich alſo ſlip, fumble, and run into 

fil z what then 1s the whole Body? 

TWutno more of this, leſt I ſhould ſeem 
To preach up my ſelf, inſtead of prea= 
Shing Chriſt ; which to do, would be 2 

Sad work : But if any think ſo, I truſt 
"hey will in that find they are deceiv'd, 

\- I come now to the third Obje& Third' 
cw your firſt Love, and that is, The PÞjcRof 
YEhurch of Chriſt. A Soul in its firſt CR 
3 Tove, will come weeping, and ask- of Chriſt, 

"Jo «he Way to Zion, With bis face 
itherward ; ſaying to others, Come, 

Ut ws go up to the Mountain of the Lord, 

"the Houſe of the God of Facob. 

"A The Reaſons of the Souls Love to 

ie Church, are many : 

I, Becauſe a Soul in its firſt Love is *-Reaſon 

Fade partaker of the Divine Nature 5.7, 90” 
fe Image of God is formed in him :-Church 

Sod 'begets his Children in his own ef Chriſt, 

- Meneſs ; what he loves, they love; 

What he defires, they deſue ; where he 

Fill dwell, th:y will dwell, like Nzoms , 

UReth, Why where doth God de- 

oY D 3 hre 


23 Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe 
fire to dwell? Pſal.132.13. The 
hath choſen Zion, he hath deſired ut 
his Habitation ; this ts my Reſt for ever J 
HERE wil dwell (ſaith God) for ? 
have deſired it, The Soul being of thy- , 
ſame nature with God, it defies tt g 
ſame thing : as ſaid David, who was. þ 

4 
v 


man after Gods own heart, Lord, 
have loved the Habitation of thy Hi q. 
and the Place where thine Honour dwell 
2,Reaſon - 2, Becauſe of the Souls near rel C 
tion to the Church. As 1n the cour M 
of Nature, ive love our neareſt of Ki 
beſt ; ſo it is with thoſe that are of t p 
New Nature. The Church is to th 
Soul a Spiritual Mother, that hath tif” - 
velled in birth for you : when you wu, 


derftand this, then you love her, « 
$Reaſon 2, You have Soul - Nouriſhme C 
from the Church, as from a Mothap ,, 
therefore ſaith God , 1ſa.66.10, I 
Joyce ye with Feruſalem, and be glad wh 


her, all ye that love her ; rejoyce for 7 
with her, all ye that monrn for her ; th "A 
ye may ſuck, and be ſattsfied mith 
breſts of her Conſolations, KC. 
&Rcaſon * 4. There you meet with Chriſt 3 
BELOVED: Cant.6.2. My 
loved ts gone down into buys Garden «. þ 


— 


-— —_— 


for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 
there yon deſire to meet 'him for the 
ſake of your Mother the Church, which 
would have comforted as well as 
your ſelf : Cant. 3.4. 1t was but a little 
that I paſſed from them, but I found him 
" whons my Soul loveth ; 1 held him, and 
J would not [et him go, until I bad brought 
2} bi into wy MOTHERS Houſe, | 
1 andinto the Chamber of her that conces- 
1 ved me. 


"'5, Becanſe of the Beauty of the 5-Reaſon 


IF” Church :-Pſal.45. 13. The Kings Daugh- 
| ter #6 all glorious within ; her cloathing ts 
wrought Gold : Pſal.4.8.2. Brant ful 
T for fituation is Mount Zion, &c, Thus 
"18 the Church in Chriftseye, Cant. 6.4. 
T Thor art beautiful as Tirzah ; that is, 
pleaſant: It was alſo the name of a 
beautiful Woman, and of # beauriful 
City, Beautiful things are defirable 
to the Eye, ſois the Church to Chriſt : 
Cant.2.14. O my Dove, let me ſee thy 
'- comntenance : Thou art ALL fair, my 
Love, there 1s NO Fþot in thee + And 
ſo ir is'in' the fight of them that have 
their Eyes open, who ſzy, How goodly 
are thy Tents, 'O Janes and thy T aber 


nacles, O Iſrael !- 


"6 Becauſe te is 2 ſafe place : Iſa. 6.Realon 


'D4 26,1, 


4D 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 


"26.1, Inthat day (hall this Song be ſung. 


in the Land of Judah, We have a 
STRONG City; Salvation will God 
appoint for Walls and Bulwarks.: Where 
you ill. be ſafe- from Error, Backſli- 
ding, Apoſtacy, the evil of temptation 
from men or Devils. And this David 
(as I conceive) joyeth in, Pal.122.1, 
1 was glad when they ſaid; Let us go into 
the Houſe of the Lord : Why, David? 
O ſaith he, Our feet ſhak STAND 
within thy Gates, O Jeruſalem: When 
I was without the Walls, I ſlipt in my 
Judgement of the wicked, thinking 
them to be more happy then my ſelf; 
But when I went into the Santtuary, 
THEN underſtood 1 their end, And 
NOW, faith he, (hall my head be 
lifup above my Enemies, ROUND 
about me, let them all do their worſt : 


' For ſo long as I ſee-this Inſcription: 
[SALVATION]upon our Walls, writ- | 


ten With the Finger of God, it figni- 
fies that they can neither be ſcaled by 
our Enemies, nor yet broken down : 


For I ((aith the Lord) will be a Wall of 
Fire round about, and the Glory inthe. 


widſt of ber, Zech.2.5. 


The fourth and laſt Obje& of your. 


Love, 


- Mt hes © ob 


—e ww aus. a. OA a> ems. a> if oa cds nr sS .vA kan Ac. mn 


| for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 4x. 
Love, is, The Way of God : Which Fourth 


you love alſo becauſe of its Beauty and ObjeRt of 


Safety ; I mean a holy Converſation, Ww;e't* 


reſpeting Gods Word in every thing, God. 

as they do that love Chriſt, The King- 

dom of Heaven ts like a Treaſure hid in a Johnt4; 
Field, the which when a man bath fonnd, 33* 

he ſelleth all, and buyeth that Field, They Reaſon 
that love Chriſt, love alſo the Ways *fLove 
of Chriſt for the ſake of Chriſt : they —_ 
have no+ onely bought the Treaſure God, = 
(Chriſt) but the whole Field of his the Beau 
Word, Laws, Ordinances and holy *Y ofir. 
Pathes, all beautiful : in which Field 

you will walk for the Treaſures ſake, 
although you meet with Bryars and * 
Thorns to tear you, the drought at 

noon, the froſt at night to conſume you, 

as well as Corn to ſtrengthen, and 

Vines and Trees to refreth and ſha- 

dow you. And you deceive not your 


-Souls as others do, who are cheapning , 


and bidding one penny after another, 
until God riſeth up in bis wrath, -and 
claps an everlaſting Bar upon Heaven 
Gates, and ſaith, Forbear ; for I have . 
ſworn in my wrath, thou ſhale NEVER 


enter into my Reſt, But. you gladly 


accept of Chriſt, with all that belongs. - 
SS to 


Chrift edntending with bis Spouſe 
to him, both in doing and ſuffering,and 
ſo the match is made up between Chriſt 
and your Souls, in whoſe Blood you 
are juſtified by Faith alone, without 
the Deeds of the Law; and yet of the 
Pfal.119. Laiv,ſaying as David, Thy Teftumonies 
le * bavel taken asan Heritage for ever, for 
they are the rejoycing of my heart, And 
this you who ate freely juſtified will do, 
that God may be glorified. 
, 
Thus far of this firſt Love, as to its 
Nature, ObjeRs,and Cauſes. In ſome 
things I am very brief, becauſe in the 
enlargement of every particular, there 
would be no end. 
I ſhall now come to ſhew how a 
Soul loſeth or leaveth its firſt Love : 
Nevertheleſs 1 have ſomewhat againſt 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love, 
Queſt, Queſt. How do Souls loſe their fult 
» Love? | 

Anſw, eAnſw.* The ways for this loſs, may 
war 2 becalled many, but I ſhall mention 
near ogy onely two, which may in truth, and 
loſe itz | dat Without fail, comprehend all the 

firſt Love reſt, 
df I. You loſe your firſt love to Chriſt, 
PF _ = * by finding love tothe World ; 2 Tims, 
” World. 4+I0, 


. 4.10, Demas hath forſaken me, baving 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 43 | 


loved this preſent world : It once the love 

of the world creep into thy heart, the 

love of God will ſoon creep out : 1Fob. 

2,16, If any man love the Warld, the 

love of the Father us not in him. He ſpeaks 

to the Saints, meaning that love to God 

and to the World cannot divell in one 

heart, no more then fire and water can 

azree together : If you love the world, 

you vill be ſervants to it, nay ſlaves ; 

and Chriſt ſaith, Ye cannot ſerve God and Mar.s, 
Mammon: the Devil will ſay you may, 24+ 

bat believe him not, for he is a Lyar. 

And yhen he is-minded to cheat a Soul 

of this heavenly golden Pearl, its fiſt 

Love, he doth as he did ro Chriſt, take 

him'and ſhew him all the glory of this Mat.4.1 . 
world : Chriſt was then full of his firſt | 
Love to you, the Devil would have gi- Jon 942 
ven all the World to have ſer it on ** | 
ſomething elſe, that might have kept 
him from the Croſs, for it was Love 
that led him thithec to die for you. But 
this Prince finds nothing in Chriftfor 
this hell:ſh fire to kindle upon,as there 
9 in us zand ſo Chriſt never loſt it,nor 
never will; © Or Satan doth as a Thief 
that is minded-to-cheat a Child of ſome 
56 | colily 


John 14g 


30. : 


- 
= 
LS * 
| : 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
coſtly Pearl that the Father hath put 
into his hand ; the Thief flattering, 
puts ſomething into the Childs other 
hand, which ſeems very fair to the eye; 
the Child then lets go his Pearl, ſo the 
Child and Thief have made an ex- 
change : this pleaſeth the Child awhile, 
but when he underſtands the bargain, 
he goeth crying home to his Father 
without bis Pearl, who ſoundly whips 


, 'himforirt. Thus Satan cheateth Souls 


by his deviliſh inftigations : Saith he, 
You have a Family, or Children to 
care for, ſo much will it avail you to 


. riſe upearly, and firup late to work ; 


thus much 1s to be gained by ſuch a bar- 
9211, or by running to ſuch a market of 
fair, or by ſuch a purchaſs, that lieth, as 
Ahab ſaid of Naboth's Vineyard, near 
mine : O how convenient is it for you 
to have ſuch a dwelling, or ſuch a par- 
cel of ground, which you may get by . 
your lawful induftry>2 COME, man, 


ſhake off thy Noth, it's a fin to be idle; 
T ſhall have the more poiver over thee; 
-Idleneſs is the Hour of Temptation ; 


fleep leſs, lengthen thy days for labour, 
ſhorten thy nights, thy ſleeps, thy pray- 
ers and holy duties : and what 1f thon 

aol 


hel erect en eene 


for the loſs of her Furſt-Love, as * 
doſt negle&them ſometimes,when thy 


buſineſs is great, or thy Body weary, 
when you will pray ſo coldly, :you had 


as 2ood. not pray at all: and befides, 
- you are ſaved without theſe Duries ; 
take heed therefore you do not under- 


value the Blood of Chriſt, by ſeeking 

ſo much to be ſaved by Duties, whilſt 

you mils of this or that advantage for 
your ſelf or your Children ; for whom 

(as Solomon (aith) 4 good man will leave 

| an inheritance : God requireth that you 

take care for your Families , which if 
you neglect, you will. be worſe then an 
| JInfidel. Thus doth the Devil entice 
youtoleave your firſt Love, by ſhewing ' 
you the glory, beauty and neceſfity of 
the World for your Children ; -or if he 
be a ſingle perſon, then for himſelf he 
muſt labour, and ſtarve his Soul for 
ſomething to keep bis Body when it is 
ſick ; and when that time is come, he 
will ſo ra@thy Conſcience for negle- 

. Ring thy Soul, that he will make thee 
lie and ROAR. He tells thee not of 
this now, nor of any of the multitude 
of evils and inconveniences that fol- + 
low ; nor of one of the bitter fruits this 
hellich Plant will in time bring forth ; 

L Tim, 


PRITSP | V4 #Þ Bis "is | 
x Tim.6.10, 
Panl, is the Root of ALL evil, which 
while ſome have coveted after , they have 
erred from the Faith, and prexced them- 
ſelves through with MANY ſorrows : O 
ſad Root! What a change haſt thou 
made with the Thief, poor Child, that 
haſt ſuch a Root now growing in thy 


heart, inſtead of that heavenly Plant ? ] 
which the Thief through ſubtilty would 


not take away by force, leſt the Child 
ſhould cry, and the Father hear it, and 
prevent it : but as So/omos ſaith, With 
wuch fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed him to yeild, 
and with the flattering of her lips ſhe for- 
red him ; and he goeth after ber as an Ox 
to the laughter, or as a Fool to the cor- 
reftion of the Stocks, till a dart ſtrike 
through bu Liver, O this will make 
. thee ROAR in the end, for thy time 
| thatis loſt, and thy Love that is gone, 
and thou wit mourn at thedgſt, when thy 
and body ts conſumed, 
have 1 bated infiruttion ? Take heed, 
Soul, if this warning come not too late, 
whoever thou art; for ſhe bath caſt down 
wary wornded ; yea, STRONG mes 
have been ſlain by ber, Satan tells you 
not any of theſe things, nor _— he 
ey 


The love of money, ſaith * 


ſay, How 


wy my | > 
w #/ is; # > 


pong cher. 
'| Chew you the ſnare he puts about yout 
Necks by this means : as ſaith the Apo- 
le, x Tim.6.9. They that will be rich, 
fall :nto temptation , and a ſnare , by 
which they are taken alive, as in the 
Original z ſpeaking of the. Saints that 
are aſleep in the Devils: ſnare ; and 
not the World, who are dead in fin. 
Thus Satan cheateth you of your firſt 
Love, by planting the love of the World 
in your hearts, Which doth, as- Solomon 
ſaith of one'Sinner, deſtroy much good, 
I am now come to ſhew the ſecond way 
for this loſs, and that 1s, 

2, By getting love to fin, I mean a- 
ny fin whatſoever, comprehending all, 
though naming none. The former hatin 
reſpe& to the profits of the world, this 
latter to the pleaſures thereof. If once 
thoufalleſt in love with fin, - thou wilt 


ſoon loſe thy Love to Chriſt. Heaven .- - 


and Hell cannot dwell togethi# in one 
Heart ; No more can Love to Chriſt, 


«»yet- 
{4Wol. 


2.Byg 
ring love 
ro- im, 


and Love to Sin, Jeſus Chriſt comes to ' 


thy heart, as a man that cometh to hire 
2 Houſe ; the Owner offereth him half; 
But this part (ſaith he) I muſt reſerve 
for a Friend : Who is that? ſaith the 
Hirer : Why ſuch/a beloved Luſt, mw 


' 28 altone, 


Jude.16. 
19. 


reſt contending with Þ1s Spouſe = 
I am very loth to part with : O faith 


Chriſt, I cannot live with him ; if heÞ 
have any room there, he ſhall haveit F; 


all for me ; he is my Enemy, who hath; 
already had the Blood of me,and ſeeks 


bode 
i 


W/ 


your life alſo; and with him I leave |. nj 
you, This needs no further explica- | ti 
tion I hope. But I muſttell you, as }' G 
your fin will ſend away Chriſt,ſoit will | et 
eat up your Love to Chriſt : Mat. 24,4 wi 
12, Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound,the love | ſu 
of many ſhall wax cold : You muſt not þ m 


underſtand that fin or perſecution from 
the world, will cool true love to Chriſt, 
as it may do that which is feigned 3! 


whereas Chriſtians grow, and not de= 
Cay ; get, and not loſe in ſuch times, f 


But when iniquity abounds 1n your 
own hearts, your Love will wax as cold 


ſerve you. as Sampſon's Delilah ; (et: 


him on fer knee, and cut off his locks, | | 
and then his ſtrength went away, andy 0 


the Lord departed from him. Chri-! 
ſtians under their ſufferings, grow as 
the Palm-Tree under its weights, or as 
the Camomule under mens feet 5 the 
better for being preſs'd and trod upon; 
But under their fins, they .grow like 


Theſe beloved Luſts will | 


Sampſon's 


Or vb bf if ev'Fif Dover") 


& plas race afi®fircngth upon Det; 


, clipr*away boch ro2ether; This will 


1 | berky caſe, 'and thol wilt be 28 abte ta 


Bd Heaven-ward; #s a'ofan is to chm 
- upa high Hill with” £ Mountain peri 
"his: back £ O theſe are*the Dev ls rio 
GREAT Engines; by which he:dtzw- 
eth Souls down to HELT: by thouſ nds, 

viz. LOVE to Profits, LOVE to Plea. 
ſuxes 3+ and by Which he alſo draiverh 
- many Chtiſtians Hell-ward : O if once 
heget'the Love of Sin to take place in 
thy dere, thou canft not imagine what 


4 2powerihe hath ootoverthee. If rhe 
| Devilibath perſwaded thee to love fin 
ij bewitbeafily perſwade thee to diigk 


down'(@mich/of it as ſhall make'theF 
dudkGnd take away'thy ſpiritual fer 


11 4 fegprhereby he will bervitch thee, and 


| make thee: AG for Hell: Hence the 
1 Prodizalis ſaid to come-to himſelf, up- 
| on bis. zeturn from fin.” But while « 
1 man'is'mad; be wilt as ſoon run 1nto a 
Well to trown himſelf, ag into a Houſe 
toſave himſelf, If thou loveſt fin,thou 
wile fin willingly, and then thou wilt 


n 3] fin dangerouſly. Heb.10.26, For if we 


u's E kzowledge 


fu whifoy, after - we have received the 


- lJab's knees, - under" the *Sheers, - With + 


4 


$2 


Chriſt comending wth bus Spouſe © 
kyowledge of the Truth, there remaineth' 
no more [acrifice for ſin,but a certain fear. 
ful lookzng for of Judgement and fry In. 
dignation. If a man be in a wind that 
will drive him away with it, though he 
doth what he can to withſtand it ; hoy: 
faſt will that wind drive him, if he be 
willing to ruy before it after ſame de. 
firable prize, which alſo draweth him? 
So if Satan can drive Souls into fin by 
force,whether they will or no ; at what 
2 rate vill he drive them that are wil 
ling to run before him? This is likethe| : 
fore-mentioned River that driveth] , 
down all before it : Neither Sermon Fn, 
nor Books, nor Mercies, nor Judge Kea 
ments, nor Promiſes nor Threatning 
will ſtay thee, now thou goeſt willing, 4g 
ly into fin: What, bath the DEVIY ,, 
ot hold on thy heart 7 O what a pac 


' art thou going Hell-ward, who art gof g,, 


ing thus williogly into fin 2 What, . 
HELL ſuch a deſirable place. that 
leſs pace will ſerve thee by the way, but 
to ride full POST? And what if thal 5. 
art not altogether ſo willing; Yetitil| g;, 
in this caſe as with a Fiſher that cali 
bis hook into the River, which bei 
covered with a ſweet bait, the ſimply 7 
| Fi f gu 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 
Fiſh ſwalloweth who Eee then the 
Fiſher can draw the Fiſhhich way be 
will : Prov. 5.22, He ſhall be taken with 
the Cords of bus Iniqnities,, The uncon- 
verted Sinner ſwims up and down the 
World with'the hook in his heart, and 
the line in' the Devils hand, a while to 
make ſport 3 as a Fiſher will do after 
the Fiſh is hang'd ; and anon he ſnatch- 
eth him out of the water, the world,the 
finners pleaſant Element,into'the fre, 
the Devils dreadful Element, and then 
1 HELL be lifts wp bis Eyes, Luk. 16, 
wu, Now the Profeſſor who ſivallow- 
eth down the bait, is at Satans com- 
"1 mand too, who will alſo let you ſwim 
>" up and down in your Element, your 
'>1 loveleſs lifeleſs Profeſſion, and let you 
 tave line, as the Fiſher the Fiſh, to 
$ make ſport with : Hewill, although he 
> hath you at command, ſuffer you to go 
4M into your cloſet ro pray,becauſe he can 
{ fetch you our again by his Cord : have 
q you not ſometimes felt him pull you off 
* your knees by his Cord, worldly Love ? 
* Oc do you find that he gives you more 
9 line, and fets you go on with your for- 
"1 mal loveleſs lifeleſs long Prayers, to 
F quiet yout Conſciences, that you may 
h E 2 go 


FTi_MMMASEELMCAGCTE..: 


Fx 


F2 


K 


| "World and. Sin, neither of which, ya 
(ibi 


Chriſt ronteriding with:þvs'Spoiſe 
ed.in the deepgr ileep to: Hell, and not 
be awakened, a8you would be, it may 
Þe, if he: (hould violently. force you 
from prayer,as afore-mentioned ? Thie 
Lord-awaken thee: dareſt thou ſlzep a 
nother-night/before this-cord:is broken, 
ASit ſhalt be; if thou att- a dotvn-right : 
Chriſtian in-Gods Ballance, according 
to the Sheckle:of the SanRuary? As thel | 
Fiſhers line. will break” 1n; {natching 

out the Fiſh, 1f it be' togheawy, and 
then the Fiſh eſcapeth his: bands ; foþ 
ſhalr' rhouy- add Gong this -Song, Pla N 

124.7. Our Soul ts eſcaped out of 
ſnare of the Fowler ; the [nave is broken, l 
and, we are eſcaped. But if - thou artgf !! 
dram too light, thou axt gone for ever fi 
thou art his own ; with him I teaje 


the:. Onely underfiand this, conces: P, 
ning the love of the 'Wozld, which Fo 
have been condemning ; that I ſpez ha 

mt 


not again(t the lawful uſe of it,nor ag 
honef requiſite godly induſtry thereig} 11) 
"much leſs am I pleading for, or coun ® 
tenancing any 1dle flothful courſe:1 de/ 
the management of your worldly. af **7: 
fairs, which doth blur, not beautifiey1 Ls 
Profeſſion ; but againl(t the loye of ti the 


_— 


* 
TX 
F tl 
4 uf 0005 ever, ever ; all: 

ba E 


forthe loſs of ber Firft Love. 


(that are inlove with'Chrif) can get, 


without the loſs of that Love. 


I come now to ſheiy ſome Signs by 
which you may knovv one that hath loſt 
* his firſt Love to Chriſt, 


f3: 


Sizns of 
one that 
harh loſt - 
hisLove, 


The firſt is, vhen a Perſon makes no 5;,,, - 
ercat account of the Ordinances of A ljphe 


Chriſt, as Hearing, Reading, Praying, 


eſteem of 


&c, A perſon in his firſt Love, O hojy theOrdi- 


precious are Sermons to'him ! and Mi- 
niſters ! the fight of whom, is more 


then the hearing of the Sermon, when- 


love.is loft, They are not able to beat 
it, to be kept from a'Setmon, but they 
fit upon thorns all the: while. They 
are ready to break out of houſe, if their 
Parents out of tenderneſs ſhut them in 
leſt they ſhould be diftraed. They 


-have no pace they, but a poſt; and a- 


mong. the People of God they could 
five and die, David's onely Requeſt 


nances of 


Chriſt, 


is always with them, One thing have 1 Pla.27,4% 


deſired of the Lord, andthat will I ſeth af- 
ter, That 1 may dwell in the Houſe of the 
Lord, Hoy long ? ſaith a carnal Fa- 

er or Maſter: What, will not once a 
month, nor once a'wetk neither ſerve ?- 


the duys of MY'y 21, 28; 


3 hi 63-I0, 


54 Chriſicontending with bis Spouſe 
life, to ſee the beauty of the Lord, and to 


enquire in bis Temple : A day in theſe 


Pſal.120. Conrts is better then a thouſand in the 
S. Tents of Kedar. Burt when they loſe 
—_— their love, they alſo loſe their pace z 


and are, it may be, as willing to fit at 


home by day at their work, as at a Sex- 
mon ; or togoto bed at night, asto 
the Aſſembly of the Saints, if by night 

their feer Rand in the houſe of God. 
Sign 2, : The ſecond Sign oy, 0 Perſons 
0 not prepare for the Ordinances, or 
Nrepara-Farher For Chriſ in the Ordinances: 
rionfor to inſtance that of Hearing, to which, it 
may be, they will come pretty conſtant- 
' ly, bur they bring old carnal careleſs 
hearts, in a finful ſecure frame, and 


vain and fleſhly in hearing : They do 


not put off the old man, and put on the 
newv, according to that precept, Epheſ. 
4.22, &c. as they do their Apparel, 


when they go to a Feaſt, or tovifitrich] 


Relations. As Parents will ſhame 
their Children with others who excell 
them, ſolet me ſhame thee with the 
I language of the Spouſe in her firſt love 
to Chriſt, Cat.4.16. Awake, O North 
Wind, and come thow South ; and blow 


wpon my Garden, that the Spices thereof 
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fer the loſs of her Firft Love, 


may FLOW ont : that (he might be a- 
bundantly quickned, and ſpiricualized, 


55 


| andadorned with the new man, with _ 7 


much Grace ; mark, chat the Spices may* * 


flow out , as Chriftſaith, Rivers of li= 


ving Water ſhall 6ut of his belly, who 
believeth as the Scripture hath ſaid. If 

you goa journy to viſit a ſpecial friend, Sie. 
in your old ragged Rayment, willnot | 

any one ſay that you have loft your Ie- 

ſpe& and love you had for your friend, 

when you went as fine as cloaths could 

make you ? and will your friend accept 

this viſit, or take it well that you 

ſhould thus diſgrace him before many 

who are preſent to take notice of it ? 

or will he care for your company ? The 

Kings Daughter i all glorious within, ber Pſal.gg, 
cloathing is of wrought Gold ; ſhe ſhall be 
brought to the King 1s Rayment of Nee 
dle-Work,, to and at his right hand in 


Gold of Ophbir ; SOymark, So ſhall the 


King greatly deſire thy beauty ; for be is 
thy Ford, and Ly thou bim. 4 

The third Sign'is, When perſons do $;gu 3; 
not much care for Chriſts company, or cqreleſ. 
are not much troubled if they go with- neſs in 
out his preſence in an Ordinance. Saith RO a= 
the Spouſe in hex firſt Love to Chirit ®Þ{encet” = 
_ E 4 Tell : 


56 Chriſt contenling. with bis Spouſe 
Cant.I.7 Tell me, O thou whom my Soul loveth, 
where.thou feedeſt;, - where thou makeſt thy | po 

Flocks toreſt at noon : Why, what is the | 21 

" matter ? can'lt not be content as others: | on 

ate ? Ahno! ſaith ſhe ; Why ſhould I | oy 

be turned aſide ? This is death to her 3 | lit 

ſhe is not able to bear it ; and the.lon-. | w; 

oer ſhe is denied, the more earneſt :, | go 
Cant-5.1 By night on my bed I ſought him whom my. | fx 
Soul loveth , I ſought him, but I found || ou 
him not : and what follows? 1 will a- | m 
riſe now, and po about the Cuty, in the - w 
ſtreets and in the broad ways 1 will ſeek, þ be 
him whom my Soul loveth : And what: } it 
ſaith (he to the firſt ſhe meets? How, | L 

, were the prizes of Commodities at, | da 
ſuch a Market or Fair ? or what as the | W 

1, :newsfrom Sea or Land ? Ah no! this; hi 
18 fick diſcourſe for them that are ifick. | is 

of Love to Chtift : What then? Sew;;'] th 

Je him whom my SOUL loveth 2 And, | bu 
when ſhe found him, ſhe held him, and-+} er 
ſhe would not let him go, There was || of 

a time When'it was thus with thee that. | fu 

- haſt.loſt thy firſt love: but now, it may || T! 

_ .be;thou canſt go and come to and from-+| H 

, one. Sexmon after another;and hear now} th 
maxe . of the- voice of Chriſt- theta» | H 

*- dead man, ſee ng more of digabppe_s |. bi 
-2Þ\ | tat }- 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love, 7 
that is born blind, feel no more: of- the 
wer of his word to quicken thee then 
z ſtone feeleth :. this, it may bs, thine 
on Conſcience Witneſſeth, 'and thy 
own Tongue confefleth; and yet as 
little doth .ic trouble thee, .as if thou 
waſt as ſtrong as Sampſon to bear; and 
ocelt away as contentedly ax if it as in 
faſhion to hear the word of Chriftwith- 
out the yoice of Chriſt, And this, it 
may be, thou calleſt a life of Faith by 
which thou. mult live,and not by ſence, 


| being neither quickned nor troubled at 


it: AH Sowl.! thow baſt loſt thy firſt 
Love. Suppoſe a man goeth a long and S:mle, 
dangerous Journey, and appoints his ' 
Wife to meet him at ſuch a Fair upon 
his return:When the time is come;ſhe 

1s notwWilling to go ; however, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be taken notice of, ſhe goeth; 
but all undrefled; and ivhen ſhe com- 
eth there, (he neither ſeeth nor heareth 

of him, and home ſhe goeth as chear- 
ful asever, Will not every one ſay, 
This woman: hath loſt her love to her 
Husband, which ſhe had for him-when 


| ſhe could not 'bekr him out of her fight? 


He may be:dead:for ought the knows ; 


bis Joutngy: tas dangerous ; 4nd yet .. 


ſhe 


—*®=« « 


Sigs 4, Laſtly, The vitk-hoking thy wi 
«It rol 


Chrift contending with his Spouſe 

ſhe cares not : She is alſo ſuſpeRed] f, 
whether ſhe have not ſome other Lo«| 5 
ver, Here thy ſtate, Jeſus Chriſt, | | 
thy ſpiritual Husband, hath appoinred| 
to meet thee here in his Ordinances ;| ; 
thou wouldeſt tay at home, it may be,| fi 
but for ſhame ; and althougb thou co-} 6G 
meſ, it isin anill dreſs, 2nd here thou} n 
ſeeſt him not,according to his appoint«| 4 
ment, nor heareſt a word from him, nof 9 
more then if he was fill hanging on the 
Croſs ; and yet all this doth not move þ 
thee to ſmire on thy Breſt, and ſay,[ xe 


What have I done? Ahfriend! thy} th 
Love is loſt, thy heart is gone a Who-J ar 
ring from Chriſt after a ney Lover, theſ ' py 
World or Sin, by which the Devil hatll} Je 
bewitched thy Soul : Art thou liſten} $4 
ing after the Voyce of Chriſt ? hearit} yu 
then and tremble, Ezck,16, O Harlal ps 
hear the word of the Lord , I will judy} qr 
thee, ſaith God, as Women that bread} en 
Wedlock are judged : Even thee, who uſl, 
art marked with theſe deadly tokens off xox 
the loſs of thy love, together with thy] he 
careleſneſs of the honour of Chriſt,and} xhe 
the converſion of thy Relations, whic| ,in 
are likewiſe ſad tokens of this loſs, Wo 

bat 


LY 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Tow. of 


ed| from the poor Priſoners of. Chriſt, ox When 
0«| others in want, A ſufficient proof, ig 21 38 a- 
| that x Fob, 3.17, Whoſo bath this Worlds 
ed} good, and ſeeth bis Brother have need, ling to 
$;] and ſhutteth up bis bowels of compaſſion relieve 
*X,| from biz; HOW dwelleth the love of 


0-1 Godin him? Art thou holding thy pen- 
out ny in thy hand at the Priſon-door,and 
nj ſaying in thy heart, This will buy ſuch 
no} or ſuch a Commodity that I do or ſhall 
ne} need, or pay ſuch a ſcore or debt ; or 
ve} theſe poor People will never be able to 
y,} requite me, and ſoit will be loſt > why 
yl theſe meditations will ſhut up hand 
10-1 and heart, andall thy Bowels of Com- 
het paſſion, IF one ſhould ask thee to 
lend it him, thou wouldR not deny it : 


| pj bims, One man will lend an hun+ 
dred ponnd to another man, if he will 
engage to give him five pound for the 


0} x0y but one pound, he is denied,though 
a he engages to give a hundred pound for 
od the uſe of it. If ſome men were as rich 
Min wiſdom as they are in wealth, they 
would be glad of the prizes that God 
bath put into their bands;to _—_—_— 


59» 


e and 
unwil. j 


them 
at 
want; 


Saith Solomon, He that bath pity on the prov 
poor, lendeth to the Lord, and he will re- 17. 


uſe of it: But if God require to bor- 


_Y 


6d Chriſt chntemdiiiy with bis" Spouſe [ 
him, by relieving his Members, which] 


" theſe ſuffering times have brought ro 
wants and'bonds ; by reaſon-bf which, 


God is as it'were knocking at theit 


doors to borrolv telief, ah& by reaſon 
Mat.zo, Of their- univillingneſs, 'promiſeth an 
43, hundred fold reward to him thatend- 
Mar.1t. eth, and everfaſting burnings to him 
30, that with-holdeth :. and if ſuch Argu. 
, ments as theſe'prevail not, F will ſay 

no more. 

But before Þproceed any farther, T 
ſhall defire to 'hear what thou thinkeſt 
by thy 'ſelf, Reader : Whether haſt 
thou any of theſe forementioned loves. 
leſs rokens upon thee, or no 2 What 
ſayeſt thou ? Guilty or not-? Yea,me- 
thinks I hear ſome ſaying, 

hl eAh wo ts me! thu 1 my very caſe: 
Ro It's even with me as I have read +1 ſet, 
plaintzif 45 n a glaſs, my ſpots : O what 4 ſal bat» 
it be gain bave [ made with the Devil ' "1 aw 


hearty. 7þe perſon with whom God us this day con. 


tending, 4s well be may, 1 have loſt my 
Love to Chriſt ; it's gone, it's gout! 
O what ſhall Ido to get it again? tf 
A hard - A hardqueſtion'; and thou wilt find 
work to this as hard'a*work/ as ever thou didft 
find loſt put thy*tands-to, fince thou hadſt a b&- 
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.\ for the loſs of ber Firſt Live." 


ing, i But, there is hope in Jſ7ae/ con-: | 
_ cerning this -thipg-;;; for! with-God. all 


things are pofltble. Copkder therefore, 


 in-oxder ;to thy recovery x: theſe tio 


things 5 x: + (1: | 


Firſt, That all the AﬀiRions, Cha- 


Gi 


Conſ. 1, » 


ſiſements, Sconrges; Trials, Rebukes, por the 


. Wharſoever you meet with,at any time recovery 


whatloouer.the cau ſe be, although it be of loſt 


fin ; whatever the ;/iefrument bez 


afflictg in $oul or Body,or in Eſtate, or 


LOVE. 
whethet;Men or Devils*whether God: :- 


Rejations;;\ whether -mediately orime - 
medjazely,; they are; ALL tokens-of «\ 
Godsghove to thy Soul. © Aflitions Rev.3-19, 
ar&in themſelves. like. the Watersaf)© a0: 
HMarab,; ſo-hitter, that.they make-us, Exod;ry 
like tbe'[fraelites, murmur;;though bur 3, 


nervly-delivered-from-the.rcd Sea : but 
when-God; ſhewethcus: theſe Watexg 
come.,from.;2 Fountain ;of- Love, and; 
therree-of Life Randing by. on either 
fide, whoſe Fruits and. Leaves, though 


- bixter, [yer are-for, our, healing,,. this 


ſweerenstbem, - God:is rebuking thee. 
this day: becauſe-he -loveth thee ;,if, 


' thou: thinke(t it is7 becauſe he haxethy 


thee, it-isas the Devil would have ity/ 
ecaul[e it will beget hatred (his image); 
5. in 


6&2 Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe 
- . in\thy heart againſt God 5 and that 
work Satan likes: well, to make divifi- 

ons between two ſo near united as Je. 


haſt dealt thus treacherouſly with him, 
Fer.3.14. This conſideration let in at 
' the right Ear, and ſprinkled with the 
Blood of Chriſt, will make your heart 
burn within you, as the two Diſcipleg,. 
when Chriſt ralked with them, 
{onfid, | Secondly, Confider how willing Je- 
2, - ſus Chriſt is to receive thee again j 
For Re- even thou that art gone a whoring after: 


y 
Fer.3.1. Thou haſt fjoken and dane evil 
things as thou conldeſt , and thou haf 
. played the Harlot with many Lovers; 
YET return again to me, ſ aith tbe Lord, 
Some poor Soul will ſay, when it beging 
to remember from whence it is fa{len, 
being come to its ſelf, as the Prodigal, 
What ſhall I do, or whither (hall I flee 
for help? O ſaith your firſt Husband, 
If thou wilt return, return to ME, ſaith 
the Lord, Jer.4.1. Little do poot wan- 
derers think what entertainment they 
ſhall find at their Return, When the 
Prodigal came to himſelf, ſaith he, I 
an a dead man if my Father doth not 
receive 


64 Chriſt comtending wich Ws Spouſe 
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love : Joby 20, 11,12, Af, 110,11, 
Epheſ. 3. 18,19. x Pet,T.12, And in 
deed, God '1s far more Wilhng to re« 
ceive,then to reje& : He (ſaith, He ha. 
teth putting away, Mal,2.16. Mercy 


ment,74mes 2:13, It is proper and na. 
tural tor God to ſhew mercy, and for 
that to floiy from him, as. far water to 
run from its Fountain, : God 48 a Foun» 
tain of Love, and Mercy, and Goods 
neſs, toward his poor Prbdigals : They 
art good (ſaith David)! and. doſt gool; 
Pial.i3x9.68.' Gods, Judgements tos 


ral, they. do not naturally floiv from 
God, . but are forced out of him by our 
fins, againſt his will :, Lam. 3.33. He 
doth not  «ffl:ct willingly, nar greeve thi 


work, or a.long Journey, with an vin 


willing to waſh away your fins,: anda6 
quench Helt-fire, the wages of themy 
with 


ſus Chriſt and thy Soul, even thine that | 


covery. gther Lovers,though many. Saith God, f 


ing they alſodefire it) and fee whether 
they can. behold the botrom'of this 


pleaſeth him,it rejoyceth againſt Judg.| - 


wards his Children, are' not ſo natus' 


Children of men : You know what-# 
; death it is for' us to go-about a greff! 


willing mind.” Such a covetous mand! 
money, {ay we, cometh from him like 
his Blood, Jeſus Chriſt was nat ſoun- 
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 . for the loſs of ber Firſt Love; 
receive me ; but what hopes can I have 
ſeeing I have ſpent all my inheritance 
upon Harlots? But if I Ray here, I 
| die: I have but one way, he can bur 
rejet me, I will give him as good 
words as I can; I have nothing elſe 
lefr, my ſtock being all gone ; my Re- 
queſts therefore ſhall be as (mall as may 
be; I will go to my Father, andſay 
unto him; Father, 1 have ſinned againſt 
Heaven, and before thee ; and am NO 
more worthy to be called thy ſon, make me 
4 one of thy hired ſervants : And what 
an unexpeRted- ſalutation did he meet 
with from his Father 2 He thought be 
would have run away from him,and he 
runs to meet him, and falls on his neck, 
and kifleth him that came Rtinkingfrom 
among the Swine, thoſe unclean Beaſts; 
and the Servants,one of which he glad- 
ly would have been, they are comman- 
&ed to ſerve him with the beſt Robe, 
Ring,Shooes,and fatted Calf, and Mu- 
fick ; and this wandring Prodigal mult 
/} be pleaſed, though the other be angry 3 
nay, he muſt be ſought up, though all 
the reſt be left deſolate, even all of 
them, ninety and nine, Give place, 
Mary ; and let the Angels look,(ſee- 


10g 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love, | 


with his Blood, as he is to ſcourge you 
for them with his Rod : When he go. 
eth about the one, Heb, 10.5, when he 
cometh into the world, he (trips him- 
ſelf of his glory, into (hame and pover- 
ty, wherewvith he is clothed : When he 
cometh into the world to end thoſe Sa- 
.crifices wherein God had no pleaſure, 
by the Sactifice of Himſelf, thea he 
cometh leaping out of Heaven for joy, 
into a troublous world, ſaying, LO, / 
come to do thy will,O God ; yea, 1 delight 
todoxt, But when he goeth about the 
| other, this forced unnatural work,when 
oo { He cometh into the world with his Rod 
tos} in his hand, to ſcourge his backſliding 
zru;} Children, then ſaith he, HOW ſhall / 
rom | give thee wp, Ephraim ? HOW (ſhall I 
-ourf delever thee up, Iſrael ? HOW ſhall T 
Hel make thee as eAdmah? HOW ſhall 1 
thi ſer thee as Zeboim? He doth not ſtand 


tf chus when he cometh with his Life in 


ref} his hand, and ſay, HOW ſhall I deli- 
ind} Ver up my ſelfinto cruel hands ? HOW 
ang} ſhall I give my back to the ſmiters, my 
like| cheeks to them that will pluck off the 
un-Jhair > HOW (hall I endure to be nai- 
dI+o4]ed to the Croſs HOW (hall I bear 
this heavy weight of Sin and Gods 

' Wrath 


Chriſt contending with hus Spouſe 
Wrath, which will make the Earth Þ 
quake underme ? We hear nota word F 
of this: But When the Murderers 
come, Whom ſeek ye ? Jeſus of Naza- 
reth : I am he. But when he 1s forced 
to vifit with the Rod ; Well, ſaith he, F 
this is a ſad work, but herein 1'will take 
a little comfort, / wall not execate the Þ 
fierceneſs of my anger, 1 will not return 
deſtroy Ephraim, Hoſ.11,8,9, God is F 

very ſparing of his Judgments, but ve- 
ry bountiful of his Mercies. 1ſa. 54,F 
For a SMALL moment have I forſaken 
thee, but with GREAT CMercies will IF 1, 
gather thee ; Inaliutle wrath for a me» 
ment I hid my face from thee, but with 
everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy of 
thee. His Mercies are according to the "7 
multitudes of them, his Judgements 
are not ſo: Nay,many a time he tury- 7% 
eth away his anger,and doth not Riiruph 
all his wrath, Pſa/.78.38. And as con-P',, 
cerning his few neceſlary Judgements,Þ ;, 

which our fins force out of him, ſuch} 
is his infinite goodneſs, that he-putsf t, 
* Bleflings in them all, 'and ſends noth: 

one empty ; inſomuch that they all | 
1ſa,6s,8; Come Mercies, and do us good, Row. 
28. OH WONDERFUL! what a: 


I * , 
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—_— for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 
h F ger of Love is this,that the Father hath 
F beftowed upon you, that have loſt your 
Love to him ? O ye backſliding Chil- 
dren,ſtay your ſelves and wonder ; cry 
ye out, and cry like men drunken, but 
| not with wine ; but with ſhoatings cry 


| GRACE, GRACE, to it, that we lfa.:5.9. 
F ſhould be called the Children of God, 2 John z, 


* Theſetwo DireRions or Confidera.. © 
| tions, I have given in anſwer to thy 
Queſtion, v:z. How ſhall I get my loſt 
"Love again ? Theſe are in order to it, 
"and may be as the Seeds of itin thy 
heart, if received and kept there : they 
may be as fire from Heaven, to kindle 


"OP the flame of thy Love again, which 


"the great Dragon hath quenched with 
*ire from Hell,or filthy loods,that ma- 
fy with open mouth receive, and (wal- 


"bwſweetly. But God ſhall caſtithem Job zo, 


out-of their Bellies, when he hath tnrn- 
-edthem to the poyſon of Aſps within 
them. | 

{- I thall conclude theſe DireQions 
* With this Caution. 


"Take heed you go not away without Cawtion 


theſe precious Seeds in your hearts : 
What place do they take there ? If 
4 none; thou art if a ſad caſe, Behevye 
4 | | , F _ It, 


Uſe 1, 
Of Ex- 


poſtula- 
ion, 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
it, thy heart is a woful Rony rocky 
thorny piece of ground, and needs 
tearing and rending : I (hall therefore 
out of a godly Jealoufie, fearing thou 
art not ſenſible of this great loſs,which 
ſome make little of,proceed to reprove 
thee for it. 


I come now to make ſome Application, 


Firſt,by way of Expoſtulation, 
Is it ſo with thee ? Haſt thou loſt or 


|. 


— 


left thy firſt Love, to thy foremention- } 


ed lovely Objes,or toeither of them? 


Then let me, as Elibs, \n Gods ſtead Þ 


plead with thee. 

I. Is thy Love to Chriſt gone, thy 
chief Objet > What is the reaſon of 
this? I told you the cauſes of it were, 


x, His Love to thee, and 2. His Love-} 


lineſs beheld by thee : Is either of 
theſe Cauſes taken away ? He tells thee 
his Love to thee is everlaſting, Jer, 
31.3. Doſtnot thou believe him ? He 
hath ſivorn it, and ſealed it with his 
own Blood, Heb.6.17, Rev.x.5. Is he 
defeRive in the latter ? Is his Beauty 

one ? Is he lovely no longer ? Hat 
thou beheld his Glory, as men do Ap- 


>*7itio0s}" 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 
paritions in the Air,until they vaniſh ? 
Is this the Cauſe > Ah poor filly Soul ! 


! * the god of this world hath blinded thy 


eyes with the beauty of the golden Ap- 
ple : Feſus Chriſt « the ſame yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever, Heb.13.8, jam. 7, 
I7. 

2, Is your Love to the Miniſters of 
Chriſt loſt ? Itis a ſtanding truth, they 


* have ſaved you, Fam.y. 20. Is their 
* Beauty gone? Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, He is 


with them alway to the end, Marr.28, 


| 


; 


| 


20, Theſe are, as I told you, the Cau- 
ſes of your Lovy2, if theſe remain ; look 


' toit, you that have loſt your Love,and 


make ſo light of it. 

3. Is your love to the Church of 
Chriſt loſt 2. Why what hath ſhe loſt her 
Beauty too? Is ſhe no more to bz de- 
fired > Is thy heart ſaying, T h# « Zion 
whom no man ſetketh after, and why 
ſhould I > 7ſa, 62. 11, 12. Saith the 
Prophet, The Lord hath proclaimed to 
the end of the. Warld , concerning the 
Daughter of Z1on,(the Church of God, 
this your lovely forſaken obje&t) That 
they ſhall call them, T he holy People, The 


| redeemed of the Lord : and again, T hos 
|. ſhalt be called, Sought out ; a (ity wot 
BE 3 for- 
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Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe 


farſukey. Ah this is thy miſery, thou 


wanteſt a heart to enquire out the 
beaury of this Temple,the lively ſtones 
of which Building, God hath laid with 
fair Colours, 1/a. 54.11. which Beauty 
(by reaſon of the miſt Satan hath caſt 
before thy eyes) thou canſt not behold, 
as the man, who having his eyes open, 
beheld it, when he ſaid, How goodly ave 
thy Tents, O Facob ! and thy Taberna- 
cles, O Iſrael ! 

4. Is your love to the Ordinancey 
of Chriſt loſt? why the like is to be 
ſaid; Thy fight (not the Beauty of theſe 


things) is taken away. This our New. | 
Teſtament- Worſhip for us ordained by - 


the great high-Prielt of our Profeſſion, 
which 1s over this our (or rather his 
own) Houſe, is very lovely ; yea, and 
all the Forms thereof, and all the Or- 
dinances thereof, and all the Forms 
thereof, and all the Laws thereof, and 
all the goings out thereof, and all the 
comings in thercof, and all the Pat- 
tern thereof ; all which are conſecra- 
ted and beautified for us, by the blood 
of the holy Child Jeſus. Of which ex- 
ceeding Glory, Moſes drew a fair Pi= 
Etuxe ;. When he had ſpoken cevery 


. 


Pre« | 
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for the bofe f her F; »þ Love; 


Precept to all the People, according 
to the Law, he took the blood of 
Calves and Goats, with Water and 
ſcarlet Wool, and Hyſop, wherewith 
he ſprinkled both rhe Book and all the 
People,and the Tabernacle, and all the 
Veſlels of the Miniftry; and-almoſt all 
things under the Laiv, he purged with 
Blood : waich were bur the Patterns 
of theſe our Hgavenly Things them- 
ſelves; which are purified with better 
Sacrifices then theſe Patterns or Sha 
dos, Which were alſo very glorious, 
in ſo much that the Children of /ſrae/ 
could not behold it ; which Glory was 
to be done away by this exceeding glo- 
rious Miniftration of the Spirit, which 
we are under ; whoſe rifing is like a 
Morning without Clouds, and darken- 
eth the Glory of the former, as the Sun 
doth the Stars : for it had no Glory in 
compariſon with this, which ſo far ex- 
celleth: Nay, it had noGlotyatall 
(if I miſtake not) bur what it had from 
this. 'As*the ARrolbgers ſay of the 
Stars, That they have no Light but 


what they'receive from the Sun 3 they 


ſhibe gloriouſly in- a dark night before 


the Sun' riferh;bur it is becauſe the San 
zi F 4. then 
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Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe 
then ſhineth on them. Moſes his face 
ſhone, but it was when he had been in 
the Mount talking with God face 
to face, whoſe face there ſhone on Mo 
ſes, from whence came his Glory, that 
the Children of Iſrael could not be- 
hold. I conclude then, that as the Sun 
is the cauſe of the Glory of the Stars ; 
ſo was Jeſus Chriſt, with this glorious 
Miniſtration which we are under (who 
was then ordained a high Prieſt of theſe 
g00d things now -preſent, then to 
come) the cauſe of the Glory of the 
former : and as the Stars by their ſhi- 
ning do ſhew forth the glory of the Sun 
from whence they receive their light ; 
ſo doth the former ſet out the Glory of 
the latter. And herein do I conceive 
the Glory of Moſes with his Miniſtra- 
tion to conhilt, In that he doth with it 
make a ſheiv of Chriſt, with his excee- 
ding glorious Miniſtration of the Spt- 
Tit: Evenasan Ambaſſador is an ho- 
nourable perſon, becauſe he repreſents 
the Perſon of a King. Solomon's Tem- 
ple that ſhone with pure Gold, and 
Pearls, and precious Stones, was ion- 
derful glorious, both in reſpe& of its 
coltlineſs and ſignification, it being 2 

. hgure 


| 


| 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 
figure of the true Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt : But what was that in compari- 
| ſon with this, of one of the Stones of 
which Building, we may ſay as Chriſt 
of the Lilies, That Solomon in all bis 
glory was not array'd likg one of theſe. The 
Glory of 'this latter Houſe ſhall be 


gre gone far from me,avd have walked af- 
ter _ 


oreater then the Glory of the former, 
If then the dim-ey'd Iſraelites could 
ſee more Glory in Moſes, the Star, 
then they were able to behold ; what 
2 blind Beaſt art thou that canſt ſee no 
Glory in the Sun (that giveth light to 
the Star) Jeſus Chriſt, I mean, with 
his Ordinances, which he hath ſo glo- 
nouſly adorned with his own Blood, 
with an everlaſting Glory that is not to 
be done away? How is it that your 
Love 18 gone ? Here is your Object as 
| deautiful as ever, and the Cauſe as 
frm. This is againſt the Laws both 
of God and Nature : It is a Rule in 
Nature, that Tolle cauſam, & tollitur 
effeftus ; Take away the Cauſe, and the 
- Effet ceaſeth :- But here is the Effe& 


| gohe, and the Cauſe remaining. Fer.2. 


5, Thus ſaith the Lord, What iniquity 
_- your Fathers found in me, that they 


”7 
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Uſe 2. 
Of-Re- 
proof, 
for this 
ſudden 
loſs. 


Conf. 1 £44 remembrance; and this he would 


It grie- 
verh 


Chriſt, 


_ the Lord, I remember thee, the kindneſs 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 


%. 


fer vanity, and are becomevain? v.I1, 
12, Be aſtomſhed, O ye Heavens, at thrs, 
and be ye horribly afraid, and be ye very 
deſolate, ſaith the Lorg ; for my People 
have committed two evils, they have for- 
ſaken me, the Fonntain of lrowg Waters, 
and hewed them out Ciſterns, broken Ci. 
ſterus,that can hold no Water. 


Secondly,by way of Reproof, 
Andthat upon this account, Becauſe 


thou haſt fo QUICKLY lefc thy firſt 
Love, which was ſo \wonderful; and 


which Jeſus Chrift, thy BELOVED, : 
took ſo kindly that he will never forget F 


it, although he keeps it in mind with a 


have thee knoiwv, Fer.2.2. Go cry #n the 
Ears of Fernſalem, ſaying, (to them that 
have loſt their firſt Love) Thus ſaith 


of thy youth, the Love of thine Eſpouſals; 
Which ſudden unſpeakable loſs, Jeſus 
Chriſt layeth-more to heart then chow 


doſt, or then thou thinkeſt he doth (fot [ 
. thyſake) as in the marginal Annota« 


tion, And he would have thee know 
this day, that his Bowels are like 2 ſ0- 
temn doleful'Harp,ſoundipg over thee; 

as 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. Tz - 

z3 bis Father David over him that was 

lain, who loved David as bis own Soul 

with whom he had made a Covenant, 

even with David, who bound it with 1Sam.12, 
an Oath,, becauſe he loved him; and Fog 
294in he made him (wear, even David, —OY4 
for he loved him as his own Soul : and 18. 
therefore ſaith David, when he was fal- 


len before the uncircumciſed (as thou 


art) with ſounding Bowels, / am di- 
ſtreſſed for thee, my Brother Jonathan : 
Why ſo 2 Ah ſaich he ! Yery pleaſant 
baſt thou been unto me; thy Love to me 
vas wonderful, paſſing the Love of women. 


' And David the King (hike Job after his 


ſeven days ſilence, wherein his words 
were ſwallowed up with grief, heavier 
then the ſand of the Sea) when he open= 
eth his mouth, is ready to curſe the 
oround where this loving Child fell, in 
trading with the uncircumciſed Thief; 
Ye Monntains of Gilboa (ſaith he) let 
there be no dew, neither let there be rain 
- uy you : Why 2 For there the Shield of 
the Mighty (thy firſt Love) was wiety 
taſt away, even the Shield of Sanl, as 
though be had not bean anointed with Ol : 
The Beanty of Iſrael is ſlain inthe midſt 
if the Battel : O Frnathan, how are the 
F c the No Mighty 


76 Chriſt contending with bis pouſe 


Mighty fallen! Ye Davghters of 1ſrael, 


weep over them in ſecret ; and tell it not 

in Gath, leſt the Daughters of the Phili.. 

ſtines rejoyce, and the uncircumciſed tri. 

mph, And with this Lamentation la. 

ments David, though a GREAT 
KING, over Saul, and over Fora. 

thax his Son, Haſt thou underſtood all 

theſe things, O thou fallen Joxathan, 
Deut.22, thou filent raviſh'd Damſel ? Then go 
Joel 1.8. thy way, and lament like a Virgin girded 
, with ſackcloth, for the Huaband of thy 
youth , who did uſe to (ay to thee be- 


fore thy fall, How fair # thy Love, my | 


Cant.7. Sifter, my Spouſe ? Turn away thine eyes, 
for they have overcome me, 

Conſ. 2. 2.As$ this ſudden lois proyoketh God 

It avger-togrief, ſo it doth to anger : As you 


Chriſt. know a Father may be angry and grie- 


Mar.3.5, Ved with his Child at the fame time : | 


Exod.32.8. eAnd the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, Go, get thee dows , for thy Peo- 
ple which thou broughteſ# out of Egypt 


have turned aſide (mark) QUICKLY | 


ont of the way which 1 commanded them, 
ard they bave made a molten Calf , for 
which they have chapged Me their 
Glory, for that which is no God ; as 
thou haſt done, who haſt changed 
Chiiſt 


be = *4 


} Chriſt for a Luſt : and what followeth ? 


| tians,then to bring wsto die here? When 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 77 


verſ.20. Now therefore let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax bot againſt them, and 
that I may conſume them, This it was 
that provoked God to deſtroy them, be- 
cauſe they had ſo QUUCKLY turned 
afide from following him, who had 
wrought ſo great deliverances for them; 
therefore ſaith he, Thy People which 
thou broughteſt out of the Land of 
Egypt : This ſtuck at Gods heart, be- 
cauie he had wrought ſuch miraculoug 
deliverances for them, to deliver them 
from their Egyptian ſlavery; and when 
| death, atthe Red Sea, had beſer them 
round on every fidewith his ſting ready 
drawn ; at the fight of which, they ſay 
to Moſes, Did not we tell thee thou hadſ} 
better have let us alone to ſerve the Egyp- 


all hope of being 1aved was taken away, 
then for God to pull his hand out of his 
Boſom, and with an out-{tretched Arm 
to cut Rahab, and wound the Dragon, Ifa.51.10 
and dry the Sea, and make the depths 
thereof a way for theſe dead men to 
paſs over, whilſt he threw their Perſe- 
cutors into the deeps, as a Stone, who 
ſank as Lead in the mighty waters q 
| An 


13» 


20, 


did Iſrael ſerve God : Firſt, They be- 
lieved his Wazd ; Secondly , They 
ſang his Praiſe} And thirdly, They 
forgot his Works : How could this 
People, thus'ſaved, find in their heart 


to make a Calf, and worſhip it, and ſay, ' 


Theſe are thy Gods, O 1[rael, that 
brought thee out of the Land of Epypr, 
when God had redeemed them from 
death with his own Arm, which got and 


oave them the Victory , whereby they 


triumphed over the greedy Grave, the 
Horſe and his Rider? Who would have 
thought that ever it ſhould have flipt 
out of their minds, that they could ſo 
Sampſon-like , break away from ſuch 


binding-Cords of Love ? But here was 


their Miſery, after their Mercy ; They 


Plal.106, ſoon forgat his Works : and therefore 


when they come to want Bread, ſay 


Pſal. 78, they, CAN GOD furniſh a Table in the 


Wilderneſs ? CAN he gve Bread alſo? 


CAN he provide Pp for hus People? | 


T herefore the Lord heard this, and wat 


, proth, This ſtrikes God at the very 


heart, that they ſhould ſo SOON for- 
net bis Works, | $7 put 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe """ 
And thus the Lord ſaved Iſrael out of 
Exod, 14 the hands of the Egyptians, which they 
ſaw dead upon the ſhore, And thug 


— 


— 


4 
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for the loſsof ber Firſt Love, 
But methinks thou lookeſt or readeR 
2s if thou didſt not hear me : What, 


thinkeſt thou that T am with E/;jah, 


making interceſhon againſt Iſrael? I 
am delivering Gods Errand to thy Soul, 
open thy ear QUICKLY, thou that 


| haſt ſo QUICKLY loſt thy Love, be- 


fore God (hut my mouth, and make mc 
dumb, and ſay, Thou ſhalt be nolon- 


{ ger a Reprover, Is this Relation of Ezek. 3; 
the 1ſraclites madneſs to thee, like Na- 2®: 


than's Parable to David ? and art thou 
ſaying with him, The man that hath 
done this, 1s worthy to die ? and is not 


F Conſcience yet ſaying to thee, Thox 


art the Man? Take Chiiſts Counſel, 
Anoint thy eyes, that thou mayſt ſee 
thy face in*the Story, as ina Glaſs, 
Were they ſlaves to the Egyptians ? So 
waſt thou to thy Sins, to the World, to 
all the Devils in Hell ; yea, to God's 
Law, which required impoſſbilities of 
thee (and juſlly too) upon pain of eter- 
nal Datnnation. Did God ſend Moſes 
to deliver them out of this ſlavery ? 
So hath God ſent to deliver thee by 


' one Meſſenger or another, of his own 


ſending, by whom he hath ſpoken to 
thy Soul, that thou haſt been _ 
ay 


Yo | 


Luk. 13, 
7. 


Gen,19. 
16. 


Chriſt contending with his Sponſe * 


Hath not Gods Word been to thy Soul 
by ſuch or ſuch a Meſſenger, as if he- 
had been ſept on purpoſe to warn thee, 
and thee onely, in all the Aſſembly ? 
As God ſaith of e Abraham, I called 


him alone, 1ſa.51.2, Art not thou the 7 
perſon who haſt heard God cry, Cut * 
down the Cumber-ground ; by teaſon of 


which Voyce thou didſt, as Saz/, fall 
down at the Feet of Chriſt, who ſaid 


ſay truly, as they did of Heredfal(ly; 
AQ.1.22 It is the woyce of a God, and not of a may,” 


the hand of Juſtice, pardoned thy fins, * 


and ſet thee free indeed. Halt nor Te 


thou been convinced in thy very Con- 
ſcience, that at ſuch a time God took 
thee, and left hundreds in their Blood ? 
The Lord being merciful to thee, he 
laid his hands on thee, and drew thee, 
as Lot, out of Sodom, where he hath 
left multitudes under his wrath, that 
is 2s Fire and Brimſtone, to be rained 
from God out of Heaven, to burn them 
doin to the loweſt Hell, 

Were the Children of Iſrael ſaved 
from between the Egyptians and the 


Red Sea? Why thou halt been deli- | 


L 


vered from as dangetous a place, to 


which thou didft ſoon come, after thou 
T hadſt 


__— 


* for the loſs of her Firſt Love, | 
hadſt caſt off thy Egyptian ſlavery, and 
Tet thy face {anaen-ward, thou waſt in 
a5 much danger as the /ſrac/ites at the 
Red Sea ; when thou hadſt Mountains 
of Difficulties to remove out of thy 
Way to Chriſt, as impoſſible to paſs, as 
through the Red Sea, with the Aven- 
F gers of Blood at thy heels, GREAT 
TKING APOL LION, with his Rey,g.u/ 
Fhelliſh Hoſt, to fright thee down to 

FHell, which ſeems ro gape for thee : 

O chou haſt forgot the time ſince thou 

Fdidit uſe to look for Gods wrath to 

Fcome flying in at thy windows, or pour- 

ins out of the Clouds, as thou walked 

abroad, with the Devil after it;to ferch ' 

thee down to Hell; or ſtnce thou didſt 

iſe to lie down at night in fear of thy 

Teep, leſt thou ſhouldit awake in ever- 

king Burnings : when it was with 

thee, as ith David, when he ſaid,The pg . 
{ſorrows of Death compaſſed me, the pains ,, 

of Hell took hold on me, 1 tell thee, 

thy dangers have been as deep, and thy 
Jdeliverance as miraculous as theirs : 

forſaich David, He ſent from Heaven, 

{be took me, he drew me out of many waters: Pral.18 
For which deliverance, it may be, thou ,5 * 
couldeſt (for a ſeaſon) have ſung his 

G praiſe 
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2 > Chriſt contending with bu Spouſe 
praiſe in the Flames; butwith the 1ſ.Þ; 
raelites ſoon forgot his Works : whoſeF 
Song (for their deliverance out of the 
deep drowning watersy 1s no ſooner Þ* 
ended, but they begin to murmur, wan. Þ 
ting a little water to quench theirÞ 

Exod, 16 thirlt : yea, How often did they pro-{* 
2, voke him in the wilderneſs,and grieve®” 
him in the deſart? Iris well if thou 
art not in their fteps, both murmurine,WE* 
Numb.13 and bringing up an evil Report upon; 
3% the 200d Land whither thou art Jour 
neying, Who haſt fled from wrath tofÞ 
come. As for them that know not 
what this flight forementioned means 
let them know that they are afleepin 
; the Devils Cradle, who will ſoon rock 
them into Hell, if they awake nor. IfF" 
they ask how I know that 2 Tell them} C 
I am ſo far perſwaded of the truth of it, F, 
that, to ſave their Souls, I could vens 
ture the ſealing it with my Blood ; yet". 
that is nothing, if I had not Gods 1n-F* 
fallible word to confirm it ; which they 
will find true, when i#» HELL they lift E" 
up their eyes : from Which place of tot- 
ment thou art ſaved, who haſt yaſſed 
from death to life through the depths 
of the Sea, although nov thou art = I: # 
illyJ* 


Fo firtheliſeof ber Firſt Love. #4 
"Filly Dove, without a heart,to fing his 
raiſe, or to lament the ſudden loſs of 


| ty firſt Love. 
- 3. This ſudden loſs was that which Coygy, 


- Hiſoniſhed Pax out of meaſure, inſo- It amaz- 
Smuch that it made him reel to and fro, cthPax, 
Tind Ragger, like a drunken man at hig © ant: 

its end ; Gal.1.6, [ marvel, ſaith he, 
hat you are ſo SOON removed, &c, 
ir ſudden fall made him almoſt be- 
Ide himſelf; yea, altogether in the 
eye of Reaſon : for he 1s ready to curſe 
0 Anget from Heaven, if he be a gain» 
er, and agree not with Paw! in his 
- Wocrine ; and thoſe Preachers that 
] been preaching another Goſpel, 
Kentrary to Pas/'s, though out of zeal 
Jo God's Lai, yet without Remedy,or 

Jy further forbearance, he doth (in 

Sfect) with them in Hell; and thoſe 

Tis Converts that bad lifkened after 

: Meir Do&rine, he.ſpeaks as if they 

re beivitch'd, and fallen from Grace; 
hich was quite contrary to Pal 's 
_{Judgment,to wit, Falling from Grace : 
w/ therefore ſeems not now to ſpeak 

atth the words of truth and ſoberneſs, 

»2{\t to be abſolutely befide himſelf : as 

& alſo did,\vhen he wiſhed himſelf ac- 
G 2 curſed 


- 


84 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
curſed from Chriſt, for whom he had 
ſuffered the loſs of all things ; and 
his Converts alſo ſeemed to be, wher 
they would have plucked out their eyes 
to give Paul : all which ſeem to be theÞ 
words and ations of mad Perſons ; yet 
are ſuch fruits as theſe (by reaſon of 
your ſudden loſs) found: upon zoo 
Trees,and how wild ſoever they ſeem; 
are fruit brought forth unto God : "an 
itis that we are conſtrained to by the 
Love of Chriſt, and for your ſake whi 
have ſo QUICKLY left your 
Love. 

The Au- Laſtly, And concerning my ſelf, al: 
thorSEx-though I ſpeak as a foo], and makend 
Ps bettera ſound then a tipkling Cymbal 
leaſt of yet hear a word from me concerning 
all ro bethis : When I in ſearching the Scrig 
regarded|yres found this in the form or likene 
of a Text, for them to whom it was 
preached, I would have paſſed it by 
for thoughtI, this is not in ſeaſon yet; 1 
I hope ; and upon this account I wouldF * 
have refuſed it : Not but that I thoughlf |7 


it would be in ſeaſon afterward; of tha C 
I made no doubt : But that it (houl h 


be needful already, I was not willing ; 
to believe ; for thought I, they wen 


for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 8s 
IF in their Blood bur the other day, no 
"eye pitying them ; at hich time God 
© paſſed by, and took them upin bis arms, 
Fand made them clean with his own' 
hands : for ſaith he, Thes waſhed 1 thee 
# with water, yea, 1 thorowly waſhed away 
& thy Bloods from thee, O Lord, ſaid 1, 
© what means this Text to lie before me ? 
Thy. People are but newly (if at all) 
come out of the Red Sea, where they 
were but yeſterday : Surely they are 
& hinging thy praiſe ; they cannot yet 
Þ end this new Song, thy love to them 
hath been ſo wonderful : what haſt thou 
Tazgainlt them ? But when I perceived 
{this Text Ri1l ſo to lie before me, that 
. £1 could not pals it, I then began, as 
- *F Paxl,to be amazed : Ah Lord, thought 
I! hereis a ſudden loſs indeed ! what 
T hath a Day brought forth ! Ar the 
F thoughts of which, I can truly ſay,God 
''F did (by'his own hand then upon me) 
# lay my face in the duſt for them, with 
'# ſome meltings of heart. And of Chriſt 
thought I, his Eyes are like a flame of 
+ fire, mine are dim : ' Here is a loſs, he 
hath found it out before me. This Text 
x 18n0Ww in ſeaſon ; I will ſcek no fur- 
.\ ther , but ſer the TRUMPET to my 
| G 3 mouth, 


Ezek.16 
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1(a.58.1- mouth, and cry, REPENT, RE. 
PENT : I haveit from Heaven,that 
ſome of you have loſt your fiſt Love. 


Uſe 3. Thirdly, by way of Exhortation : 
Of Ex- And it is to them that have not loſt their 


horta- x Love, to exhort them to take heed 
tion, tor 


them 


few that this Uſe I ſhall ſpeak but to a few, my 
have not jyords therefore will not be ſo many ag / 


= in the laſt, But yet I would that you F 


I would not that any of you ſhould be 


i2norant of your necd of ſuch Counſel, ! 
leſt you be wiſe in your own concelt :*; 


It was the Church in Philadelphia that 
Was not blamed. for this loſs, nor any 
other thing ; and yet this Church muſt 
be warned, though not accuſed, Rev.3, 
II, Hold that faſt thou haſt, that n 
man. takes thy. Crown : why our Name 
Philadelphia fignifieth Brotherly Love, 
the which is the ſum and fulfilling of 


the Law ; ir will ſure be natuzal for us } 


to love : Ah bold it faſt, ſaith Chriſt! 
ſoſayItothee: O thatI could warn 
thee with one word ! O that thop waſt 
as wiſe as lovely, thou that art not yet 
8 loſer, 


k But 


they do not loſe it, I doubt that in: 


feiv (ſhould all attend to it diligently :' 


for the loſs of her FirÞ Love, $ 2 

But to prevent thy loſs, conſider as wa 
followeth : a 

x. Thou: art the Perſon which the for ſuch 
Devil will chiefly aflault ; as the Pi- ag 
rates at Sea will aim at the ſhip that their 
carrieth a Treaſure, or that is richly Love. 

*d F laden, and not at the ſhip that is alrea.. Conſid, 1 

F dy robbed or empty : So doth Satan at 
thee ; thou haſt aprectous Pearl, look 
F tit, or the Thief will have it : Ne- 

F ver think thou art out of danger, until 
thou art out of the World, O Sirs, 
look about you, the Gate: of HELL 

F ace open, the Canons placed ; you muſt 
be 200d and armed Souldiers, if you 
bring this Treaſure ſafe to Land. 

2, It will bz for your eternal advan- Conſid,2 
tage, if you keepit : 2 Fohn 8. Look to | 
3» | your ſelves,that you loſe not the things we 
"9 | bave wrought but that we receive a FUL 
ef Reward :- Hold it faſt, Chriſt will 
© | crown you for it: Hold it faſt, and 
Xt | you ſhall be Gods eliftering Jevels : 
1s } Holdit faſt, and you ſhall be recount- 
edamong his Worthies, like David's 
N | three mighty men; that brake through 
| the whole hoſt of the Phikitines, or im 
| | that lifc up his Spear againſt eight hun-2 Same23 
dred, whom he ſlew at one time. There ' 
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Dire%- js few do thus : but if thou doſt, thou 


on ®* wilt be the more commended. - And 
them T 
that have that thou mayſt, take theſe following 


not loſt Direons : 


rheir Firſt, Hide and keep thy Treaſure, } 


—rac as David did God's Word : Thou art 
:#F4#** like a Traveller with a Bag of Gold in 


Plal.119. | | 
1. ” witheut loſs vill not a wiſe Traveller 


lay itor hide it in the moſt ſecret place 
about him, and ſay, There will I ven» 
ture it, and it may be, when I am ſeat- 
ched the Thieves may miſs of it : So 
, doyou conclude ; the head is the De- 
vils Store-houſe, whoſo layeth up his 


Treaſure in that place, it 18 at his come | 


mand, I will therefore hide it in my 
heart ; and although-he ſometimes find 
out this corner, yet who knoweth but 

he may mils it for this time ? 
Secondly, Travel not alone , nor 
with bad company : wiſe Solomon ſaith, 
Two are better then one ; for if one pre- 
- vail againſt one, to ſhall withſtand 
him ; and a three-fold Cord 1s not 
quickly broken. Thug do they who tra- 
vel dangerous roads to fairs, with bags 
of money ; they will make an appoint- 
ment to go and ſtand together, when the 
Te Enemy 


a dangerous Road, where feiy eſcape Þ 
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F Enemy engageth. Luk, 10, 30, Acer. 
tan man went down from Jeruſalem to 
Fericho, and he fell among Thieves which 
ſtripped and wounded bim : why he was 
{ alone ; there was one and another paſt 
by, but they looked the other way, and 
let him lie : why they were none of 


are walking with ſtrangers, that are 
ſpending your time idly among carnal 
perſons : Can they help you, when you 
fall into Satans wounding temptations? 
F vill chey not look the other way, as the 


things mean, and leave you to ſhift for 
your ſelf > This carnal compliance coſt 


to have colt gocd King Feboſhaphat his 
life ; and, it may be, 1t may coſt thee 
as dear in the end. Let them look to 
{ themſelves that are guilty, now I have 
hn, | warned chem ; and ſo let them do that 
= | we clear of this, 1f they be keeping 
d. | their corners alone, when they ſhould 
Mt- | be in 200d Company praying together, 
i= | or ſpeaking one to another, whereby 
's | they may keep their Treaſure, and en- 
creaſe it. Luk,24.32.Did not our bearts 
burn within ms, while he talkgd with us ') 
6 28 
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lis Company. Look to this, you that | 


Prieſt; and ſay, I know not whar theſe - 


ood Hezekiah dear ; and it had like Ki:20: 


2Chron, 
I18.3,31, F _ 


od 


Ila: 13.3. 
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Chrift contending with his Spouſe 
the way ? whereby you may alſo over. 
come your Enemies : It's Gods Army 
that is terrible to the Enemy, becauſe 
of the Banner betokening the Victory, ' 
which you ſhall have, if you walk toge- 
ther in rank, and your word will be, 
IMMANUEL ; God with Us: O this 
word makes GREAT eAPOLLION 
tremble : Pſal.60.4,F5. ſaith Davidto 
God, T hou haſt given a Banner tothem. 
that fear thee, which us to be diſplay d; 
Why ſo ? That thy Beloved may be deli- 
vered. Hence you are called Mighty 
Ones ; and, More then Cenquerours': 
O this word IMMANUEL ! it makes 
ALL fall before you. /ſa.50, He # near 
that juſtifieth me, who will contend with. 
we ? Who? Here is an Enemy at hand 
ten thouſand Rrong : Come then, let us 
ſtand together, and I will ſay, Where 


_ Aa_* 
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mine Adverſary? let hims come near to }| 
me. Thisis the way for onero chaſea Þ | 
thouſand ; | and for tivo, that are better | fl 
then one, to put ten thouſand to flight, 

Remember.this, you rhat to ſpare your | g 
pains, will not go to Mount Zion, be- | 1 
cauſe its up Hill ; that fit at home, and | | 
dream of -more difficulty and dangerin- | y 


the way of God, then indeed there is : 
Prov, 
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for the hifs of her Firſt Love. 


$ Prov. 22. 13. The ſlothful man ſaith, 


There is a Lion without, 1 ſhall be ſlain 


in the ſtreets, And you that will not 


thither, becauſe you ſuppoſe there may 
be ſome that will ſpeak or think evil of 
you ; or becauſe you are not ſo beloved 
by ſuch or ſuch ; or have not the like 


eſpect ſhewed you as others have. Art 


thou turning afide upon theſe or the 


like carnal ſenſual deviliſh accounts ? 


why thou art the Perſon that Satan 1s 
leading away alive in a ſnare, captive 


'at-his will, that he may raviſh or rob 


thee of thy Treaſure in a hole : Nay, 


| hath he not done it already, that thou 


canſt be ſo quiet in thy corner? As the 
ſhip, when ir is robbed, the Pirates will 


let it alone at quiet, This is the reaſon 


why there are ſo many at eaſe in Zion; 
wo be to them it 1s becauſe they are 
already robbed and ſpoiled, and ſnared 


| in their holes : and they ſay not, Re- @.,z.22 


ſtore ; nor yet lay it to heart, 


Thirdly, Travel by day-light : ſo do y;,28. 


great Purſe-Bearers; they dare notgo |, 
in the night-ſeaſon.,fearing they ſhould 
loſe their money. This alſo will be 
your ſafety : Fohn 11.9, Are there not 
twelye hors in the day? If @ man walk 

7 
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' #8» the day be ſtumbleth not, becauſe he F 

ſeeth the Light of the World : What is' 
Joh.8.i2. that 7 I aw the Light of the World, ſaith 
Chriſt ; he that followeth me ſhall not walk 

in darkxeſs, but ſhall have the Light of 
Pſal.16,8 fe» Sethim always before you, and 
| at your right hand, to lead you by hig | 
8119, Word ; and that will be, as David calls 
105. it, a Lamp for your feet, and a Light 
to your paths; and that will, as the 

Sun by day, ſhe you the tumbling. 

blocks that others fall over into Hell, 

Who walk in darkneſs, as do all that 
1.8.20, Valk not according to the Law and the 
Prov.q, Teſtimony ; they have no light, there- 
IS. fore know not at what they ſtumble, 
Follow, imitate, and learn of Chriſt ; . 

keep his Commandments ; walk up to 

your Scripture-Light ; keep a Conſci- 
AR-24.15Ence void of offence, as Pax! did : and 
this day-light will fore-ſhew you the 

' Snares, and Pits, and Enemies that lie 
hid in the way, which he that walketh 

"In the night, falleth into before he 
ſeeth them. Take this ſure courſe, and 

then if you loſe any thing, (as is poſli- 
ble,even by day-light) Jeſus Chriſt will 

make up your loſs : As you know the 


Countrey muſt do, if the Traveller be 
robb'd 
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for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 
robb'd between the rifing and ſetting 
of the Sun, 

I perceive it will be a hard work to ObjeF, 
travel our dangerous road without this The - 
loſs : .our Enemies are ſo many and re- _—_ 
ſolute, it will break our hearts to hold ;eAion 
it : We had as good e'en let. it go ; when and def. 
our Ship is robb'd we ſhall be more at perate 
quiet, and get ſafe to Land, and there ,;©0W-- 
we have another Treaſure. Though 
we loſe our Love to Chriſt, he will not 
loſe his Love to us,that is unchangable; 
we ſhall be ſaved, and in Heaven we 
ſhall have enough, | 

Although I hear thee not ſpeak theſe A»ſw, 
words with thy mouth, yet take heed 
God hear thee not ſpeak them with thy 


vp» 


heart : There is no thought can be Job 42.2 


with-holden from him : God heareth 
that ſometimes from a Perſon, that 
maketh him wroth, even the thoughts 
or Language of his heart ; at which, it 
may be, his neareſt Neighbour is not 
offended,becauſe his words at the ſame 
time may be ſmoother then Oyl : yet 
is the language of the heart known by 
the works of the hands and feet ;'as So- 
lomon (aith, Prov.6,13, A wicked man 
ſpeaketh with his feet, The heart is 

known 


94 


Conſid, 
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Conſid, 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
known (by the mans actions) to be wic« 
ked, while (by the words of his mouth) 
he ſeems to be godly. But conſider; 

I, What a deliperate reſolution ig 
this, to make io light of ſo choice a 
Grace? Readi Cor.13, ſee how \on=- 
derfully it is there commended ; If / 
bad the tongue of Men and Angels, the 
underſtanding of all MyReries, and all 
= ; Nay, ſaith he, If I ſhould give 
all my Goods to the Poor, and my Bo- 
dy to the Fire, all is nothing, if this 
Love (which is the greateſt of all) be 
wanting. Some Spend-Thrifts will ſay, 
though they are minded to ſpend all, 
ſuch or ſuch a choice thing, ſhall be the 
laſt they will ſell ; and thou talkeſt as 
if this ſhould be the firſt bargain thou 


- Wile make. If the Threſher ſell his 


Flail in the morning, to buy his Break- 
faſt ; what will he do for his Supper ? 
This Love is like the Spring in the 
Watch, that draiveth all the wheels a- 
bour. 

2. Thou ſayeſt thou hopelt to get to 
Heaven vithout it, how wilt thou go 
one ſtep Heaven-ward without 1t ? 
Thou art like a man between tio 0- 


thers, .the one is drawing thee South- 
ward 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Love, 
* ward with one Cord, the other is draw. 
ing thee North.ward with another 
Cord, and both ſo violent, that if one 
of theſe Cords break, thou wilt follow 
| the other full poſt : So God he dravy- 
eth thee Heaven-waid by his Cord, 
LOVE, Hoſ.11.4. Satan he is drawing 
thee Hell-ward, by his Cord, SIN : If 
thou art {6 willing to part with thy 
Love, Satan likes this well; this is to 
cut the Cord that draws againſt him, 

which if once done, thou halt marred 
4 thy pace Heaven-ward, and then Satan 
will ſoon mend thy pace Hell-yard : 
Nay, if thy Love do but grow cold, 
thou wilt finde it as hard to follow 
Chriſt, as Pharaob found it to folloiv 
- the Iſraelites Without his Chariot- 
| wheels. How doſt thou think to get 
' forward > Will God carry thee on in 
a dream ? Or doſt thou depend onely 
upon the Rod of God to drive thee, as 


a Father driveth a ſtubborn Son to | 


School, who will go no farther then he 
is whipt, or thruſt an end? Ah! thou 
wilt drive a dull trade for Heaven, if 
it once come to this, 


v5 


3. How canſt thou find in thy heart Confd, 


to part With it ſo willingly ? Is it.no- 
thing 


3» 


Rev. 3- 


Mat,25, 


becauſe his Father will praiſe him for 
it when he hath done, or ſet him on his 
knee : Why (aith Chriſt, He that over- 
cometh, ſhall ſit down with me on my 
Throne, Thou ſayeſt it is hard work; 
Why ic is bur” a little while (ſaith 
Chit) thou haſt to labour; 1 come 


QUICKLY, hold that faſt thou haſt, 
And when thou art weary or troubled, | 
Remember the time is near, rvhen thou ? 


ſhalt hear of it to thy peace, as a river, 
when thou ſhalt Rand before the 
Throne, and before the Lamb, with a 
Palm in thy hand, in token of thy Vi- 


Rory : when of thee and thy fellows. 


it ſhall be ſaid, Theſe are they that came 
out of GREAT Tribulation, If the 
Prodigal was ſo Welcome , who had 
ſpent all, what had he been, if he had 
ſav'dall, and brought it home with in- 
creaſe > Whether hadſt thou rather 
Chriſt ſhould ſay to thee, Thos wicked 
and ſlothful Servant ; caſt him into ut- 
ter darkneſs: Or, Well done, good and 
faithful Servant, Enter thou znto the 


Foy of thy Lord ? 
Thus 


by ing with his Spouſe © 
thing to thee, to think hoy thou ſhalt Þ- 


be commended for keeping of it? A 
Child will bz encouraged to do much, * 


or the loſs of her Firſt Love. 
- Thus much for the Third Uſe, which 

4s to thoſe few that have not loſt their 

t #uſt Love. 

Now: let us hear what ſome others 

+ | vill objeR, who have alteady loſt theic 

Love. 

y Objett, We hope that although we the love 
« Þ have loſt our Love, there is no ſuch leſs Souls 
h Taſte or danger, but we may have a "grad 
e F time to findit again : for God is ve- bay 
7 $1 gracious, 

BT Anſw, And wilt thou turn his Grace Jude 4, 
u F into wantonneſs or laiciviouſneſs. O 

thou ſecure Sleeper! it is time to ſer 

e Tthe Trumpet to thy right Ear, if thou 

2 Fartthere abouts. I ſhall therefore pro- 

i. | ceed to the Fourth (and laft) Uſe, where 

s [1 vould have thze and thy companions 

e {with thee, expeRt an Anſwer to this s 
e [kepy ObjeRion, 4 


SL 


d | The Fourth is an Uſe of Terror : fo? 

En | Uſe 4. 
1-= JAnd it is grounded upon the Judges gf +... 
2x | ment wherewith they are threatned, rour, for 
ed | that have left their firſt Love, and them 


t- | %hich will QUICKLY befall chem, {hat 


4 | except they repent, Rev.3.5. Remem-. their firſt 


be | ber therefore from whence thou art fallen, Love, 
end repent ,and do thy firſt Works, or I'wilt 
| _— -- coms 
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Pal. 27,81 wull ſeek: David was a man after God | 


Chriſt contending with hus Sponſe © 
come unto thee QUICKLY, and will ee. 
move thy Candleſtick out of his place, ex. 
cept thou repent, How now Sleeper ? 
What,no need of ſpeedy Repentance ? 
It is a fign thou dolt not hear the voice 
of Chriſt, in that it doth ſo differ from 
thine: When God ſaid to David, Seek 
my face ; his heart ſaid, Thy face, Lord, | 


own heart, and (o here is a ſweet har- 
mony between them. But O it 18 other. 
wiſe with thy ſleepy diflenting Soul , 
God 1s ſaying to thee, repent QUICK: 
LY; and thy heart anſwers, No ſuch 
hate ſure ; 1 will repent ſlowly, or: 
hereafter ; I like not to be thus hurri= 
ed toit;] hope I (hall have a time for 
it ; he that hath begun, will finiſh his 
Work in my Soul. O awake, awake; 
(this is fleepy language) and atiſe from 
the dead, How cana living man en- 
dure to lie among the Rinking os Corples, 
but that he 1$ ina deep dead- like-ſleep? 
As I heard of a man at Londoz, this laſt 
Plague (O that it were the laſt! ) that 
drunk himſelf into a deep ſleep, and ſo 
lay in the ſtreets among the dead of 
the Plague ; which man the Cleanſer, 
(coming) took up with the reſt, and 
aig 


be 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 
laid in a Car which they filled with the 
dead ; and if he had not awaked before 
\ The had come to the pit, you may eaſily 
imagine what they had done with him : 
whether he took any incurable infe&ti- 
on,(although he eſcaped burying alive) 


Ithink he would lie there after he did 
wake ? Theſe Plagues (though dread. 
ſul and deadly) are but pro tempore, for 
| ſeaſon, (though a ſad one : ) But the 
Pagues of. Sin, for which and where- 
n multitudes die, they are annuatim, 
Jtven throughout all Generations, O 
$hov doth the Devil load it to Hell ! 
Ah! little doth the Drunkard think 
when he 1s dying, how ready the Cart 
ſinds at the door, APOLLION the 
Driver crying, Throw ont your DEAD, 
Throw out your DEAD : from whence 
og [© goeth to the Searers Door, when 
ep? te is dying ; thence to the Lyars Door, 
2 [\nen he is dying ; thence to the St- 
dath-breakers Door, thence to the 
Mockers of Godlineſs ; thence to the 
| oe [/7oud Perſon, when he 1s dying, with 
The fame cry when he bath him ; thence 
to the Covetons, or worldly-minded 
Fr Perſon ; thence to the Prayerlefs Per- 
H 2 ſon, 


that I know not : But how long do you. 
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44. 


Rev, 3.17 


' them that are thrown out with rich Ap- 


John 5, 0thers who love the Riches,Pleaſure 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
ſon, that 1s at laſt crying, Lord have 
mercy on me, in vain 3 God anſwering 
with a Take him DEV1L, go to the god 
you have ſ-rved, who Rands ready at 
the DOOR ; thence to the Perſon that 
holds his Prayer-Book ſo falt in his 
hand, - when he lieth dying, which he 
hath dayly uſed many a year, Without 
the Underſtanding and Spirit Whichis 
of God ; of which abominable bur. 
denſome Sacrifice God will be ealed,} 
when Death and Hell have divided this 
DIVINE and his DIVINITY aſun.. 
der: Thence to the famous Profeſlar, 
who is ſeparated from all the foremen. 
tioned Perſons, and is become Lact 
fer's Companion,who ſaith in his heart, 
I will exalt my T hrone above the Stars of 
God ; of ſuch a one the Devil makes 


Hell ; as in the Plague, the Bearersdf 
the Dead make a great reckoning of 


great account, they are richly laden fot| 


parel, or Gojd Rings : Thence to D- 
ves, Whoſe Door he will be ſure not to 
miſs, for if there die any, whethet 
himſelf or his Brethren, it 1s a wondet 
if they fall not to his ſhare : Andall 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love, IO. 
Honour of this World, more then that 
which cometh from God, O what 
heaps carrieth Satan down to hell ! and 
hat | hat hath he gor thee among them, 
his | Who had(t eſcaped the pollutions of the 
| he | World,through the knowledge and love 
of Chiilt ? Think not(though I ſpeak of 
his rhers) that I have forgot thee,or done 
vith thee who halt lolt thy Love, and 
led, | #7t ſaying thou hopelt for a time 
to get it again, though thou makeſt no 
ſuch ſpeed. What if the ſleeping Drun. 
or, kard had gone among the Dead to the 
Graves mouth, and had been there 
-'] eſpied by ſome Friend, who calleth 
tum to awake quickly, or he will wake 
no more, the Driver being willing to 
akes | put him in with reſt ? Is this a time 
\ for | (What and at the Pits brink!) for the 
rsof| Sleeper to anſ\ver (pevilhly, as fleepy 
o of | Perſons uſe to do, when they are ſpo- 
Ap- ken to) and ſay, Let me alone, I pray ; 
 Dj-| de not ſo haſty; all in good time ; O 
ot tol of what a ſweet ſleep do you hinder 
cher{ Me! I with you were far enough from 
ndet] Me, thus diſquieting me ? Ah ſleepy 
4 aj} Soul! what doft thou among dead ? 
\res} [ny Love is gone, and thy Life 18 g0- 
iog, and thy time allowed thee to get 
H 3 Kt 


302 Chr:ſt contending with bis Spouſe | 


it a0ain, 18 $o1Ng : nay, 1$ 1t not gone ? 
The Lord grant that word be not ful. 
filled upon thy Soul, 1 gave her ſpace to 
repent, and ſhe repented not,Rev.2.21, 
Objeft, But methinks you ſpeak very ſharp. 
Old manly tous ; isit meet to preach after this 


ſtop thy (manner to the People or Children of 


eAnſw, Yea doubtleſs, when we find them 
amon2 the Dead, we muſt then call 
aloud, as if we ſpake to the Dead. It 
1s in anſwer to thy God-provoking 
Obje&ion : Sleepy Language on thy 
part, calls for awakening Language on 


my part, Jeſus Chriſt ſaith repept | 


Quickly; thou ſaiſt thou wilt do it 
flowly: O this 1s fleepy Language, 


and ſavours of the infection thou halt 


taker,, by lying among them that are 
dead in the Plague of fin, Aaron muſt 


Numb.15run QUICKLY now with his Cenſer, ' 


45: and ſtand between the Dead and the 
Living, that the Plague may be Raid ; 
Exod. 32 and not ſay, Bring your Gold Rings; 
yo and make a new God to pleaſe them, 
and encreaſe their Plague ; as I am like 
to do thine, if I ſhould flatter thee, 
Jer,6.14. and heal thy hurt ſlightly, as the man- 


ver of ſome is: but I dehire to be more 
| 6 Carth. 
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for the loſs of her FirÞ Love, x0 3 
faithful in what my hand finds to do, | 
alchough it-makes thee ſmart for it, M 
deſign upon thee is thy awakening,ſafe 
and ſound recovery ; and it will bz th 
Mercy, if any way it be effeed, Je 
ſus Chriſt might have ſerved thee in 
this dead-like ſleep, as Epaminendas did 


| his Souldier, who when he found him 


aſl:epupon theWatch,run him through 
with his Sivord, and ſaid, DEAD 
found thee, and DE AD I leave thee : 
But he dealeth with thze (though ſharp- 


ly, as thou calleſt it) yer far more kind- 


ly, ſeeking not to avenge himſelf on 


| thee, that thou mighteſt be damned ; 


but on thy damnable inventions, that Pſa.g9,s. 
thou mayeſt be ſaved. Let this open 


| thy Ear therefore, to that which fol- 


loweth : 
.Firt, Conſider the greatneſs of the Conſid. x 


| Judgement threatned, ix, the remo- 1 is a 


val of the Candleſtick ; for ſaith Chrift, 7. 77 
I will remove thy Candleſtick out of hs 1 
place, except thou repent : By which 
word Candleſtick, you are to under- 
and the Church of Chrit, Chap. 1.20, 
which is likened unto a Candleſtick, 
I; Becauſe it doth hold or contain the 
Light, or Truth of Chiiſt ; -2, And 
H 4 beats 


Queſt 


Anſw, 


Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
bears it up in the World, as a Pillar, 
Ground, or Stay, 1 Tim.3.15, 3-And 
ſets it out, or holds it forth to light 
others, as the Candleſtick doth the 
Candle, Mat.5.14,15,16, 4. And yet 
hath none in or from its ſelf, either to 
Iight its ſelf or others, no more then a 
Candleſtick hath. I intend 'no more 
for explication. But ſhall now ſhew 
how God removes it, and what follows 
its Iemaval, 


How doth God remove the Candle. 


ſtick out of his place ? 

This may be underſtood more Ways 
then one, both as to the manner of .1ts 
removal, and the place from which it 


may be removed : but I ſhall mention _ 


onely one way and place, that it may 
be according to the {imple or propet 
ſignification of the words. And that 18, 

By removing the Star or Angel, s. e. 
the Meſſenger or Miniſter of the 
Church, either by Death or Bonds : 
Who doth before his removal occaſion 
the gathering of the Church together 
into ſome one place, 1 Cor. 14.23. He 


Nuymb.1odoth, as Moſes with his Silver Trum- 


pets, call you together to hear the joy- 


ful ſound, to the Tabernacle, where 
your 


i 


ws > * 2 ww iy Fs TFT TY moeoyw 


| you find the holy Child J-ſus, as Fob 31. 


| Candleſtick is then removed out of its 
place. His preaching gathered you to- 


| and behold Joſeph is not in the Pit; and ;0, 


for the loſs of her F irſt Love, r0F 

your feet may ſtand, as upon a Rock Zech 2,5. 

that is higher then you or your Ene. 1[4.26.1. 

mes, environed with a Wall of fire, peg 
: 78, 

which you may call Salvatioz,and your ,,, 

Gates Praiſe: And you are by his Mi- Met.z.9, 

niftry, and che skilfulneſs of his hands, Job 23.3 

led as the Mags, to the place where ,* 28. 

ſaith, even to his ſeat ; and then are 

you, ith tne Diſciples glad, when you 

ſee the Lord, John 20. 20, But, Ah! 

when God comes to (mite the Shep- 

herd, the Sheep are ſcattered ; the 


oether ; when that ceaſeth , you are 
ſcattered : you come together to hear, 
and how can you hear without a Preacher ? 
You do as Rexber, return to the Pit, Gen.z _ 


be rent bis cloaths, and returned to bus 
Brethren, and ſaid, The Child (the Prea- 

cher) #5 not ; and I, whither ſhall [ go? 

From Sea to Sea, ſaith God ; and from 

the North even to the Ealt : you (hall 

run to and fro to ſeek the word of the, Amos 8.) 
Lord, and ſhall not find it. Why what11- 

can we not live without it then 2 Noy 

n0 ;. ſaith God, 1» that day ſhall the fair Lam,z in 


Fir gens 


206 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
Virgins and the young men faint for thirſh 
and the Children and the Sucklings ſwoon 
mn the ſtreets ; while they ſay to their Mo. 
thers, Where ts Corn and Wine ? 

The fs. Ah! this famine of the Word ig a 
mine of terrible famine : Toſtarve the Soul, is 


_— worſe then to ſtarve the Body ; for the 


famine. ſufferings of th: Soul are greater then | 


, the ſufferings of the. Body : Solomon 
doth not ſay a wounded Body, But 4 


Prov. 13. wounded Spirit who can bear? and is it 


he not worſe to be famiſhed then to be 
wounded ? But if it be never ſo bad, 
the Body that is dead in the Grave, 
feels it not, neither doth the Soul that 
is dead in fin feel this famine of the 
Word ; 'but will, it may bz, inſtead of 

; hungering after it, cry, Aha, whither 
run theſe fools that follow it ? But che 
living, the living will ay it to his heart ; 
for they cannot live without food but 
they muſt pine, although they are (be- 

' fore the famine) both fat and flouriſh- 
ing : Lam. 4. 7. Her Naxzarites were 
purer then ſnow, they were whiter then 
mulk_. they were more ruddy in Body then 
Rubies, their poliſhing was of Saphire * 
And what, vill not all thts hold when 


famine cometh? Ah no! verſ,8; Ther 
| | | their 


for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 


their viſage is blacker then a coal ; they 
are not known in the ſtreets ; their hin 
cleaveth to their bones ; ut 15 withered, it 
# become like a ſtick, 

O you that make (o light of this ter- 
rible famine that is at the door, while 
you are aſleep among the dead ; it were 


+ better you were bound and burned at a 


ſake, then that it ſhould befall you : 
for ſaith God, They that be ſlain with 
the Sword are better then they that be 

in with hnnger, for theſe pine away. 
This will make them that did uſe to 
loath the Honey-Combe, to prize an 
Aſſes head at fourſcore pieces of Sil- 
ver, a Birth-right for a meſs of Pot- 
tage. Happy are they that learn thus 
highly to prize Gods Ward by the En- 
joyment of it ; bur miſerable are they 
that are learned thus to prize it by the 
deprivement of it. Ocrhis1s a heavy 


Io7 


2King,s. 
25, 


Judgement. Wo be to you that have 


finned away your Sermons that did ule 
to ſound in your Ears, that are now ta- 


ken away, for want of the expected Mar, 21, 
fcuits thereof : or your Preachers, be- #3: 


cauſe you knew not how to uſe them ; 
but knew better how to ſtir up God's 


Jealoube, by giving his Glory to the 74.5.2. 


Crea- 


x08 C briſt contendi»p with his $ pouſe 
Creature, in making an Idol of one, 
and a Scorn of another ; ſet up one 
above the Clouds, and rread the other 


under your feet ; and ſo hn away the | 


liberty of the one, and then envy the 


liberty of the other, -and wiſh he may . 


ſoon follow : Surely if God give you 


your Requeſt, he will ſend ſuch lean- } 


neſs into your Soul, as will make you 


' cry out, My leanneſs, my leanneſs : with 


ths Proclamation - to every one that 
1f2.56,3, paſſeth by, BEHOLD.1 am a dry Tree, 
Hoy think you ? Is Repentance all in 

200d time (till 2 Hope you ſtill ro have 


a time hereafcer, though noiv you ſleep 


on ? Like you not yet to be diſquieted? 
Is the pits brink a place for you to 
ſleep at ? Is there no hope of your a+ 
wakening till the Judgement written 
be executed, and you ſcattered ? , 
Objet, If God ſcatter us, he will gather us 
Careleſs again ; for ſoit is Written : We ſhall 
Faith. not be quite loſt however, 
Arnſw, The Lord ſpare thee, and enter not 
' into Judgement with thee : Dareſt 
thou own i\uch Language ? will God 
eather thee again?” Yet thou knowelt 
not how, nor when he will doit, But 
I pray conſider,as concerning the ſcat- 
tering 
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tering or removal of a Church of Chr;f 
out of its place; It may be that Church 
may never be gathered as at the firſt : 
A ſad inftance of this, you have in Ez- 


\ 143,12, After the Houſe of God had 


been deſtroyed for the fin of his Peo- 
ple ; when it cam? to be re-edified, as 
ſoon as the Foundation of it was laid, 


| itis written, that the ancient men that 


had ſeen the firſt Houſe, when the 
Foundation of this Houſe was laid be- 
fore their eyes, Vept With a loud voice; 
Ah! they were ready, with Phineas's 
Wife, to name it /chabod, 1, e, where is 
the Glory ? Or,as if they did ſav, How 


I Sam 4s 
2I, 


is the Gold become dim ! How ts the moſt Lam,3.1, 


fine Gold changed ! The precrous Sons of 


Zion, comparable to fine Gold, how are 
they eſkeemed as Earthen Pitchers! The 


' Crowns fallen from our Head - Woginto 


14, that we have ſinned, 

Objeft, But there was joy at that 
time, as ivell as ſorroiy, 

Anſw. That was among the young 
ones, Which were but of a ſhort ſtand- 
ing, and Children in underſtanding ; 
their eyes had never ſeen the former 
Glory : which Joy of theirs, did but 
make a promiſcuous confuſed _ ſo 

taat 


X10 


Objeft, 


Anſw, 


Iſfa,s4.11 
IPet.2.5 


Heb.8.2, 


Chriſt contending with hrs Spouſe 
that neither the voice of joy,nor weep- 
ing, could be diſcerned the one from 
the other. We read 2 Chrox.5.13.that 
when the Houſe was firſt built, the 
Trumpeters and Singers were as one, 
to make one ſound, and then the Glory of 
the Lord filled the Houſe of God. When 
they build again, they (indeed) ſet the 


Trumpeters to their work, according 


to their former Ordinance and Exam- 
ple ; but we find not theſe words there, 
The Glory of the Lord filled the Houſe of 
God, 

Bur doth not God ſay, The glory of 
this latter Houſe ſhall bz greater then 
of the former ? 

Thatis ſpoken of the Church of God 
in general, under our New-Teſtament 
Worſhip ; which Church 1s built with 
lively Stones, which God promiſed to 
lay,with fair colours ; the true Taber- 
nacle, which the Lord pitched, not 
man : Comparing this with the former, 
whether with Solomon's Temple, (that 
olotious Type) or With the Fewſh 
Church under the Law, with their ty- 
pical (yet glorious) Worſhip, Thus 
compared, this far excelleth the for- 
mer in glory, And thug it is to be un- 
derſtood 


or the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 
derſtood (as I judge) and nor of 'the 
auementation of the glory of any 
Church at its re-cdification, after its 
deſtruction for Sin ; whether it be So- 
lomon's Temple,. or the Church in ge- 
neral under the Lay ; or this under the 
Goſpel ; or any particular Society un- 
der either : Onely excepting, 1, That 
plory wherewith Solomon's Temple 
(the latter Houſe) was glorified by the 
bodily preſence of Chiilt, the King of 
Glory, and Subſtance of all Wotſhip, 
both Legal and Evangelical, 2, And 
the glorious Rate of the Church in ge- 
neral, to come ; ſo fully ſpoken of in 
the holy Scriptures : which will as far 
excell its preſent ſtate, as Gold doth 
Braſs, 1ſa.60.17,18, 19,20, 

- And what I ſay of a Church, I ſay to 
any Chriſtian whoſoever : If once thy 
Love be gone, its gone indeed : Thou 
wilt find that a hard Queſtion to an- 
ſwer to, which Chriſt put upon Peter 
afrer his fall, three times together,viz. 


Loveſt thou me ? It will be well for thee John 21, 
if while thou liveſt thou art able either *** 


to love as formerly, ot to anſwer, with 
grieved Peter, Yea, Lord; thou know- 
oft that 1 love thee, If thy Soul be de- 
decayed, 


Chriſt contenarng with Dis e 
cayed, either by ſlothfulneſs, or any 
finfulneſs whatſoever ; or if it be pined 
away, by reaſon of the famine or (carſi- 
ty of the Word, which God hath in 
Judgement ſent upon thee ; wo be to 
thee, it will make thy skin as black as 
Lam.c,zo 2 Oven, Doth not thine own Con- 

ſcience t:1] thee that thy heart 1s ſmit- 
ten and withered like mown Graſs ? 
that thou art even like a ſtick; going 
| Into Eternity like an eAzatomy,to meer 
the Bridegroom with a Viſage as black 
Lam.4.8,48 2 coal, which formerly d1d uſe to 
Cai.e.6.5 overcome him with Bzaury. Or 1s Sa- 
tan puffing thee up with a vain fancied 
Beanty, notwithltanding all this defor- 
mity > The Lord ſhew thee his face, 
that thou may'ſt ſee thy own, asin a 
Glaſs, by his Light; the which,if thou 
canſt not endure, it's becauſe thy Eyes 

be ſore. 
A gene. I ſhall conclude this laſt Uſe, with a 
ral War-Varning to all Z:ons Sleepers, whether 


312 


ning for they be Churches, or Angels, or Prea- - 


a SIEEP Chers, or Hearers,or Priſoners, Where- 


Exod. ; ; 
_ + Throne, or behind the Mill. 


Remember I told you this Uſe was 
Srounded on Gods JudRMeuts,Whrter 
wit 


ſoever I find them, whether upon the 


fk 
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with you are threatned : Heat, the 
yoice of Chriſt then once more : Epheſ. 
5.14. Awakg thou that ſleepeſt, and ar ſe. 
om the dead. 
I have told you what it is to lie a 
mong the dead at the pits brink : The * 
Lord awaken you; Will you lie there 
fill? O tremble at Gods Judgements, 
Sleeper : If God and his Goodneſs 
muſt be feared, as it is by then that are Hoſ-3.5. 
vake; what then myli God and his 
Judgements be, Which are (lighted by 
tem that are aſl-ep? But a waking Da. 
d quakes at both; Pſal. 119. 120, 
7 fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and 
lam afraid of thy Judgements : Why 
David had ſeen them executed ſpeedi- oy 8. 
, for want of which, Solomon ſaith, * 
6 heart of man is fully ſet to do evil. 
Devid .was the man that called 'the 
me of the place: Perez-UVzzahb, ' be- 
ſe, of the breachihe there (aw God 
ake upon Vzz4h, who died by the 
k of God, but for putting forth his'zSam. 6.6 
and to hold i it, though the Oxen ſhook'7- 
t; and David was afraid of the Lord 
day: and ſo. were the poor Beth=1 Sam.6; 
tes in that day when God ſmote 9 
(them for looking 1nto the Ark, even 
I fifty 


1x4 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe : 
fifty thouſand, and threeſcore and ren. 
men ; this makes them ſay, Who # able 
$0 ſtand before this boly Lord God ! This 
learns to fear this fearful and glorious | 
Hee.zg Name, THE LORD THY GOD ; 
<8. the which, ſaich Moſes, if thou wilt not 
fear, Then the LORD will make thy 
Plagues wonderful, What ſayeſt thou, 
Sleeper ? Didſt thou never read how 
often God deftroy'd the Iſraelites down 
to the ground for their fin? Yea ; But 
were th2y his o'vn People? I anſwer, | 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony : 
x Cor. 10.4. ſaith the Apoſtle, They ate 
the ſame ſpiritual meat, and drank of 
the ſame ſpiritual drink ; for they drank 
of that ſpiritual Rock which followed 
them,and that Rock was Chriſt ; mark, 
'Num-25. But with many of them God was not WEL 
pleaſed, for they were overthrown in the 
1Cor.10,".,- | 
2. Wilderneſs : How many ? Three andÞ] 
twenty thouſand in one day ; a thou- 
ſand more bzfore the Plague ceaſed ; 
many at another time for tempting of 
 Chiiſt ; at another time for murmur- |. 
ing againſt him, Wherefore were theſe 
: things written ? For our admontion, 
| Cairh Pant) on whom the ends of the 
Ver.n,12.}#or{d are come, Wherefore let him 
| that 
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\Fthat thinketh he Randeth, take heed, 


eſt he fall. ' 
Objett. But God doth not thus de+ 
roy his People for their fins now un-+ 
der the Goſpel, as he did under the 
Law ; neither do we read the like Ex. 
amples, Judgements or Sufferings for 
Sin in the New-Teſtament, as we do 
in the Old, | 

* Anſw, Hold, Friend : Thou talkeR 


Paxl ſay plainly to the Corrmbians,that 


: Ifor their fin many were weak and fick- 


among them, and many aſlzep, 5. e. 


o2y-—Y 


*n 1gn6= 
rant Ob. 
jeMion, 


like one of Zion's Babies : Doth not : 


-TF\ Did not Ananas and Saphira AR.s, 


fall down dead for their Hypoctrife, 
hat ſome (can now) make (© light of 2 
But what if there be not ſo many Ex- 
amples in the New-Teftament as in 
e Old ?. Conſider, x, That the New 
Teſtament was written to give an ac- 
count of the Deſcention, Birth, Life, 


; { Miracles, Death, ReiurreRtion, and 


Aſcention of Chriſt ; with the Practice 
of the Apoſtles ; whoſe times were all 
ſhort. 2- That though there is not 
much of ſuffering Death, yet there is. 


'of Perſecution. 3. That though we 
read not of many Loampſen yet there 
| 2 


might 


=> -M whole Cities, with all the Inhabitants, 


Monu- young and old, as Phrigia & Carthage; 
ments, 


Chrift contending with bus Spouſe 
might be many in that ſhort time ; for 
many things were done, which were not 
written. 4, That if there was not 
much ſuffering for (in 1n that time, yet 
thzre hath been fince,according to Hi- 


ory ;z witneſs the ten firſt Perſecuti- ' 


ons in the firſt three hundred years af- 


ter Chrilt ; in the Countreysof Fraxce, 


Italy, Perſia, Alexandria, Bohemia, Phe- 
mcia, &c, where they were {lain by 
heaps upon heaps, filling the ftreets 
with the Dead ; ſometimes burning 


ſometime ſeventeen thouſand in one 


month ſlain,twenty thouſand burnt to- | 


oether in one Church ; Six thouſand 
fix hundred fixty fix kild at once : Ag 
many in theſe ten firſt Perſecutions, as 
will amount to five thouſand a day, for 
every day in the year, except one ; be- 
fide the Fews, of whom was ſlain at the 
deſtruRion of Feruſalem, eleven hup- 
dred thouſand, for making light of the 
Goſpel. Remember Germany's many 
years deſolations ; there was a day of 
Vengeance, after the acceptable year 
of the Lord had been proclaimed by 
Maſter Door Luther, Remember 
| the 
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'and abroad, Nation riſen up againſt 
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the Ir: Rebellion ; are their Blood and 
Cries (at our doors) already forgotten ? 
What [ad ſufferings have been here in Here has 
Englaxd in King Henry the Eighth's been 
(and in Queen Mary's) Reign 2 And bloody 
who knows What bloody days we may rear 
ſee in England again? Are ive not at But we 
this time like Sheep appointed for the are deaf 


ohr by re divifh now, 
ſlaughter, by reaſon of diviſion at home Let -R 
; , "1H ſufferin 
Nation, and Kingdom againſt King- ya S 
dom.? Nay, would not the ſufferings the Law 


for Sin under the Goſpel] be found hea- = = 
vyer then them under the Lavy, for the xa fot 


time, if they were laid in the Ballan- in an e- 


' ces together ? And are they not (harp- ven Bal- 


er, by reaſon of all the variety of Tor- lance, & 
ments that helliſh Cruelty could in- ,;& hea- 
vent,to the end the Sufferers might die vieſt and 
a cruel lingering death ? As God ſaith, ſharpcſt, 
Lam.4.6, The puniſhment of my People 
# preater then the puniſhment of Sodom, 
that was overthrown as in a moment, and 
no hand ſtayed on them, Ag their ſuffer= 
ing under the Law, was greater then 
Sodows's ; ſo are the ſufferings under 
the Goſpel greater then theirs : And 
who knows what they may be, before 
this dreadful beaftly and blood-thuſty 
I 3 Whore, 


SK Chriſt contending with bus Spouſe 


drunk with Blood, Das.7.7.Rev,13;7, 

4 37.5. W 27.6, 
+, dup And. is not this Gods hand on his 
caare People, though by Inſtruments 7 Are 
acme de they the Rod bh his hand? If any 
* doubt of this, for their ſatisfaCtion let 
them read and conſider theſe follow. 
ing Texts of Scripture : Gen. 45. 8. 
Exed.q.21. Dent,2,30, 15am.26,19, 
2 Sam.24.1.1Kin,11.14,23. 1 Chron, 
15.26, Job 15.11, Pſal.17.13,14. & 
44.11, 1ſa.q42:24. & 43.28.Jer.12.7. 
Amos 3.6. Joh.19.11, Att.4.28. Rev, 
9.1, and 11.2, and 17,17, It's true, 
Gods People will not lay it upon him, 
to clear their Enemies ; but contrari- 
wiſe, upon their Enemies,to clear him. 
Fer.51.35. The violence done to me, and 
to my fleſh,be upon Babylon, ſhallthe Inha- 
bitant of Zion ſay; and my blood upon the 
Inhabitants of Caldea, ſhallJeruſalem ſay. 
Sin the But is not fin the cauſe of all this ? 
cauſe of Tf not, what then > Adam ſuffered not 
* luſtcring before he ſinned : Death came by Sin, 
The ele& Angels never ſuffered, that 
never ſinned, If Sin be not the cauſe 
of Suffering, and if Sufferings would 
have beet Without it ; why did potthe 
Devil 


Whore, hath done making her ſelf 


| 


| 
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Devil perſecute Adam in Paradiſe, in- If there 
ſtead of enticing him to fin > And why 45 not 
do not the fallen Angels perſecute the Cauſe 
ele& Angels in Heaven, and prevail fn,there 
againſt them, 'as they do againſt us on would 
Earth > Sin 1s therefore the cauſe ſure, re be 

And if hn be the cauſe ; whoſe fin ? — 
the Devils, or the Perſecutors, or the ſuffering 
Sufferers ? Not the Devils, or the Mr. Ea- 
Worlds ſure : Let that be without dif. 792 5 Ho- 
pute ; Whether God will let his People 
ſuffer thus for the fin of their Enemies, 
when heſaith, The Son ſhall not bear 
the iniquity of the Father, nor the Fa- 
thef bear the iniquity of the Son, but 
the Soul that finneth ſhall die, If you 
fay, We may ſuffer in ſome meaſute for 
the fins of others, in caſe we be guilty 
of them : I anſiver, That alters not the 
caſe ; for if we be guilty, we (ill ſuf- 
fer for our own fin, Our own Sins 
are therefore the Cauſe. 

And if our own, what fins ? Origi- 
nal of actual? in ignorance, or fins a- gin a- 
eainſt Light ? Sins againſt Light, eſpe-gainſtGo 
* cially againſt Goſpel-Light, no donbr;ſpellighe 
Luk, 12, 47. Fam-4.37. If you ſay, 0 | 
Gods People'tuffer for Righteouſneſs- * 3% #2 
ſake ; I anſver, That is as they ſuffer 
LN I 4 from 
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ny-comb.,.* 
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Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe. 
from unrighteous men ; but as they 
ſuffer from a righteous God, it is for 
ſin, Mans ordinary way is to afflict 
for Righteouſneſs, but Gods ordinary 
way 1s to afflit for Sin : So that a Chri- 
tian (ſuffers for his Righteouſneſs and 
for his Sin, and both at once, and by 
one and the ſame affliction and inftru- 
ment. God hath a controverhe with 
his People for their Sins, and the wic- 
ked have 2 controverke with them for 
their Righteouſneſs; and ſo God lets 
out the wicked vpon them for their fins 
Iſa. 10.7. Howbeit he meaneth not ſo,nes- 
ther do:h his heart think ſo, As ſuppoſe 
a man hath two Sons, the one he loveth 
the other he hateth ; the beloved Son 
pleaſeth his Father ſometimes, and at 
ſometimes diſpleaſeth him ; the other 
never pleaſeth him, but hath a mind to 
beat his Brother, becauſe he doth,con- 
trary to him, pleaſe his Father : his Fa- 
ther 18 willing he ſhould doſo, withal 
oiving him to underſtand wherefore, 
becauſe of his diſobedience ; and ſo he 


ſuffers his Brother to beat him : but - 


wherefore 18 that ? even Cain-like, be- 


} 4Joh.g. 12Ccauſe his own works are evil, and his 


Brothers righteous. And becauſe I 
would 


, for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 
would not (in any thing) be miſunder. 
Rood , Know that I neither ſay nor 
think that they were all Gods People 
that ſuffer2d either under the Lav or 
Goſpel forementioned, Neither would 
I, in all that I ſay of Chriſtians (uffer- 
ing for fin, take avay the leaſt dram of 
{Gods glory, or their comfort, thereun- 
to belonging, 

But as Sin and Suffering is greater More 


n nov, then it was then: Heb.10,28, 


mercy ; but ſaith he, Of how mach ſorer Law. 
purpſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who bath trodden under foot the Son of 
God? A&.17.30, The times of this 
Ignorance God inked at ; but nov (if 
Imay ſo ſay) God looks with both eyes 
ver his People, whom he will be ſure 
oſcourgefor their fins both under Go- 
ſpel and Law : Amos 3.2. You onely 

e 1 knows of all the Fawilies of the 
arth : and what then ? Therefore [ will 
perſh you for ALL. jour iniquities, 1 Pet, 
4.17. *T he time ts come that Judgement 
muſt begin at the Houſe of God : As if 
te (hould ſay , Goſpel-times are ſet 
times 


under the Goſpel then under the Lav, danger- 

ſo'alſo isit a more dangerous thing to 2u5 to 
fin now, 

then un- 


e that deſþ:ſed Moſes Law died without ger the 
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x22 Chrift contending with his Spouſe 
, times for Judgements above all others, 
1a.c1.2, foregoing. When once the acceptable 


year of rhe Lord is come, then look 
for the day of vengance to follow,if the 
Goſpel be not obeyed. Yet muſt not 
theſe things be once named, bur one 
Novice or other will be offended, and 
in the pride of their heart pretend to 
. eſpy out a Legal Spirit in which its 
preached ; though they have not half 
light enough. to ſheiv them their own 
ignorance : and ſuch liberty will they 
promiſe themſelves (in their dee 

dream) from Gods Judgements, an 

Sin, and a Body of Death, that if they, 
hear any complaint of theſe, they gall 
it a Spirit of Bondage, from which they 


2Pet,2,!9in a vain manner pretend great free- 


dom, thongh themſelves the Servants 
of Corruption : for it is evident that 
It is for Want of the fear of God, that 
they fear not Gods Judgements ; and 
it 18 for ivant of Life, that they feel not 
2 Body of Sin and Death. And that 


which is more dreadful, when. one al-" 


loweth himſe{f in fin, and yet is not 


Pſal.3;5 Plagued and judged as other men, 3. e. 


Gods Children ; it is a black mark 


vherewich Godin his word hath bran- } 


ded 
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for the loſs of her Firſt Love. 


feareth God, will even fear his g00d- 
neſs; bur he that feareth not God, will 
not fear ſo much as his Judgements, 
The ( orinthians were carnal, and par- 
tial, and idolatrous, as many are now : 
One for Paul, another for Apollo, the 
other for Cepbas ; and ſo he warns them 
by the Judgements of God that befel 
others for tempting Chriſt, as they alſo 


$did ; and for idolizing the Creature : 
ſaith he, Neither be ye Idolaters, as ;Cor,to; 


ne of them were; neither let us com» 
mit fornication, as ſome of them com- 
mitted, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thouſand : Nay, he calls theſe 
Peyenents, Types or Shadows ; as if 
e ſhould ſay the ſubſtancial Judge= 
mentsremain until the GoSþel,at which 
time they muſt begin, 1Pet.4.17, 

O the ears of ſome are deaf to this 
Rs and they think the Joyful 

und hath taken away their hearing, 
When alas, it 1s their fleepineſs and car- 
nality hath done it ; and then they ſay, 
What is this tous? Yea, it1s to you : 
Fade. 5. (aith he to the Saints, / will pat 
YOU 3» remembrance, though ye once 
knew this, how that the Lord having ſ«- 


Ve 


ded ſuch a one for HELL : he that Meb.12.8 


223 


124 Chriſt comtending with bis $ pouſe " 


afteward deſtroyed them that believed not, 

He alſo makes uſe of the Sodomntes 

which God oventtftew with Fire and 
Brimſtone from Heaven ; who are,faith 

be, ſet forth, mark, for an example, 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire : 

Nay, he brings 1n the very Devils to 

warn Saints ; veiſ{.6. And the Angels 

which kept not their firſt eſtate ; mind 
this,you that have left your fult Love, 

and are fallen by your iniquities from 

your firſt ſation and polture,the Angels 

. which kept not their firſt eſtate, but left 
TI £2U= their own habitation, hath he reſerved in 
lov ag- everlaſting chains under darkneſs, unto 
' X”.. the Fudgement of the GREAT day. Q 
what a dreadful Dream are Sleepers in! 

and what a difference is there between 

their firſt and laſt eſtate! The. rime 

was, when a ſoft Rod ſhaken over thy 

Head, would make thee quake, and 

yeild obedience ; but now God may 

rattle everlaſting Chains in thy Ears, 

and yet not move thee. Although 

God do notthrow thee to Hell, as - 

did the fallen Angels ; nor yet into 

thy Grave, as the /ſraelites ; nor burn 

thee from Heaven, as the Sodowntes : 

BY yet 


ved the People out of the Land of Egypt» | 


| 
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yet if God be ſetting thee on fife (in a- 


ble then formerly, and ſo conſequent- _ | 


"When the ground openeth her mouth, 


for the loſs of ber Firſt Loos." xn x25- by 


nother ſence) round about, and burn- 1Nq-42-25 
ing thee, and thou neither knoweſt it, 
nor layeſt it to heart, it is a fign thy 
Judgement is as deep as thy ſleep, and 
both out of thy fight, Art thou the 
perſon who artſo much at eaſe in Zion? 
Wo be to thee ; I wiſh thou doſt not 
die under this Judgement, inſteag. of 
aivakening under it, Did David (when 
he was awake, ſorrowful and fick for 
the preſence of Chriſt) ſay, Zighten Plal.13.3 
my Eyes, left I ſleep the fleep of Death ? 
What then hadſt thou need to ſay, in 
the caſe THOU art in ? 

Gods Judgments are ſometimes un- GOD's 
der the Goſpel more ſecret and invifi- Judge- 


ly more dangerous: When they fall rimes ſe«" ++ 
upon the Body, then the Perſons judg- cret, 
ed, are objects of Pity to all that paſs 

by; or of Terror to the Beholders. 


and (wallows up alive, this makes 0- 
thers flee for it ; when the deſtroying 
Angel with his drawn Sworg cutsdown 
70000 in three days, this awakeneth 
where it goeth; when the Plague falls 
on the Body, Phineas ſtands up immedi» 
ately 


226 Chriſt contending with his Spouſe 
ately,and executing Judgment, ftayeth 
it : But when Gods Judgements fall 
upon thy inward inviſible man ; for ſo 
1t 1s to thee, nov thou haſt pricked out 
thy eyes againſt Gods hedge of thorng, 
Which thou halt ſo often ventured upon 
to 20 out of the way, contrary to thy 
Light and Knowledge ; and alſoſeared 


ſeems to thee as if all werewell; like 
a fick man a little before death, who 
feeleth not his pain. Yea, to others 
it may ſeem ſo, if thou prayeſt, and tal- 
kelt often of the things of God ; eſpe- 
cially if thou complaineR withal, thou 
 goeſt for currant ; and haſt ſome en- 
-* joyment ts tell of, though it be carnal 
, or deviliſh+; or if thou haſt a moiſt 
Brain, and canſt drop a few tears to 
blind theeyes, then thou goeſt for an 
awakened ſhining Soul indeed, evenin 
this deep dream. 
O Sleepers, the Lord awaken you 
Rom,r, from under theſe unſearchable Judge- 


ſo long as you are aſleep. When God 
layeth # Jadgement, upon the out» 
ward man, the heart, it may be, will 


thy Conſcience palt feeling: Now it _ 


ments, Which you will never know of, 
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for the loſs of ber Firſt Love. 


"ment lieth upon the inward man, and 


that be withered, the heart will cleave 
to Chriſt as it cleaves to glaſs. Odread 
Sin as much as Hell : Pſal.125.5.As for 


ſuch as turn aſide to their crookgd Ways, 


the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the 
Workers of 1n1qwity. God may lead you 
inco what Judgment he will, when you 
have fnned out your eyes: any con- 
ceit (though contrary to the Word and 
Rule) will thencarry it, 'Dareſt chou 
cavil, becauſe I ſpeak of Gods leading 
into, dangers, When it is Gods own 
word, and when Chriſt himſelf raught 
his Diſciples to pray thus, Lead #s not 
wnto temptation ; and again ſaith he, 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not snto 


temptation: And what if we do not? 4 


f then ſee whar followeth, Rev.3.3. 
erefore thou ſhalt not watch, 1 will 
come ou thee as a Thief, and thou (halt 
N OT know what hour 1 will come upon 
thee, If once it come to this, wo be to 
thee. The time was, thou couldeſt 
not bear it, to be kept from one Ser- 
mon ; but nov God may take aivay Ser- 
mons, and Preachers, and Goſpel,and 
Kingdom, and all ; none of theſe things 
move thee, any more then the gene 
raou 


Mat.26; 
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Chriſt contending with bis Spouſe 
thou ſtand on. Whoſe heart is hardeſt, 
Pharaoh's, who (under Gods thundring 
Judgments) cried out, /rtreat the Lrod 
for me ; or thine,who canlt ſ]:ep under 
Goſpel-Thunder-Claps ? What doſt 
thou ſlzepſtill > What hopes is there 
then of thine awakening? Or what 
ſhall Ido for thee ? Shall I write, The 
Lord have mercy on thee, upon thy door, 
and ſo leave thee ? Or ſhall I bid thee 


Remember Lot's Wife ? who ſtands (as | 


ſome ſay) to this very day, to warn 
thee ; who (inltead of taking warning 
by her) art ſtanding under Gods Judg. 
ments as inſenſ{:ble as if thou waſt ſet 
up, juſt like her, to warn the next Paſ. 
__ O any Plague but the Plague 
of the Heart, ſaith the wiſe man : from 
which Iſay, The Lord deliver thee, 


AMEN. 
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FOR 


A Chriſtleſs Sinner : 


OR, 


A Word to " ok that never had 
any true Love to Jeſus Chriſt, 


[N28 7 IOOR SINNER, Al- 
IFRS) © fhough thou haſt no 


Love to Chriſt, yet 
RS WI I hope I have a Love 


which I cannot put a 
" petiod to this (mall 
Treatiſe, before I have added thereto 
a Word of Salvation for thy poor 
Soul, 

Poor Sinner | What haſt NO Love 
toChriſt> Why then thou haſt'NO 
tereſt in Chrilt, ' and then thou arr 
a K POOL 


m_ __— CO 


5 ACalfor aCbyſlleſs Simmer. = 
poor indeed, I cannot ſay to thee (as 


to the Chriſtian) that thou haſt impo- 


| veriſhed thy ſelf by loſing thy Love, 


Objett, 


Anſw, 


Iia 44 2 


which thou never hadſt : No, but I 
can ſay, though thou haſt not loſt thy 
Love, yet thou haſt loft thy SOUL : 
Poor Sinner ! how poor art thou, al- 
chough Jeſus Chriſt hath ſo long offer= 
ed to make thee rich and lovely, freely 
and eternally ? And yet thou haſt no 
love to Chriſt, but to a ſtinking Luſt, 
the Devils Bait, or to ſome worldly 
ObjeR, which (hereth that the Love 
of God is not in thee, 1foh,2,15. 


But ir nay be thou wilt ſay, Though 


I love my Pleaſures or Profits a little, 
I have love to Chriſt alſo I hope,or.elſe 
I ſhould be ſorry : 1 can love theſe 


things a little, and Chriſt more, or as , 


bove all. And ſo long I hope all will 
be well in the end, 

Ah poor Sinner ! Thou art deceiving 
thy loft Sou], and inſtead of going to 
Heaven, With Love in thy Heart to 
Chriſt, as thou ſuppoſelſt ; thou art 90- 


,ing to HELL with a Lye is thy right 


hand, as I ſuppoſe ; yea, as God ſup- 
poſeth and teſtifieth, whoſe words carl 


not be broken, How knoweſt thou that; | 


th y 
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And what if 1t hath endured ſome tri. 
al, yet may it be found falſe in the 
fhery day of God ; as that metal.thar 
will abide fix fires, but not the ſe- 
venth, | 

Objett. But what if I have no Love 


to Chriſt 7 If he have Love to me, am 


I not well enough? He died for Sin- 


'ners : And thus I uſe to argue for 


thy Love will be found to praiſe in the 
day of Chriſt? Hath it been tried > 


- Lo 


Heaven : 


Jeſus Chriſt died to ſave Sinners. 
But I am a Sinner. 


- Death. 


| A very ſtrong Argument I think ; and 


therefore I uſe nor to be troubled for 


T want of Love to Chriſt ; what need is 


there of that ? 


eAnſw. But what ſaith the anſwer 
of God to this? x Cor.16.22, If any 
war love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let 
him be eAnathema Maranatha : Poor 
Sinner, thou art bleding thy ſelf, but 
God curſeth thee : What will it avail 
thee, thus to write thine ovp pardon ? 


K 2 Nay, 


Miror, 


Ergo , I ſhall be ſaved by Chriſts Conclufſ. 


Major P. 


Z4s 


I9, 


Nay, what-if all the World ſhould. 
bleſs thee, ſeeing God curſeth thee 


where-ever thou goelt, and in whatſo- 
ever thou enjoyelt, Dext. 28, 15. I 
knoiy thou wouldeſt have me tell thze, 


that'I hops better things of ' th:e, 


(chough I thus ſpeak) as thou doſt thy 
ſelf, -b:cauſe thou art not ſo bad as 0- 
thers : But I dare not do it; left if I 
ſhould bleſs rhze under Gods curſe 


here, thou ſhouldlt have cauſeto cur « 


me under it he:eafter, even when rhou 
comelt to lie curfing thy ſelf in H:ll, 


for being ſo deceived with the ſhadow: 


of Grace, inſtead of the ſubſtance, 
Poor Sinner, Wha haſt thou got for 
thy portion ? Every one defireth to be 
rich, what is thy Treaſure > Worldly 
Riches, Pleaſures, Honours, or an em- 


p:y Profeſſion of Chriſt, without a full . 


poſleſſion of him ? Ah pitiful portion! 


Luk, 16. Deves may .be ſerved with his rich 


Robes, and ſumptuous fare to day, and 
to morrow he may be crying 1n the 
flames to be ſerved with a drop of Wa- 
ter upon the tip of a Beggars Finger,to 


| 


cool his Tongue, Ah! ſaith David of © 


pſal.73, the Rich and Ungodly, How are they 


brought to deſolation 4s in a moment ! 


k - 


They, 


— w, 00 © py 1 — + w on” . 5 o— 


WY a RY VyOUCY Gas” FI UD Fy 


bd ED WS TY —= ” 


Os 


_ —— 


A Call for a Chritlefs Sinner. 
They are mtterly conſumed with Tex. 
Fours, 

Poor Sinner, what if thou hadt a{l 
the Riches in this world in one bag 


full of holes, and all the Pleaſures and ' 


Honours that it can afford, in another; 
how ſoon might both theſe be as light 
as Lazarus his Purſe, wherein there is 
never a Penny, and thy Soul as ſoon-in 
Hell? Alas, thou art almoſt there and 
wilt thou yet go on? It may be thou art 
the perſon that 1,or others, have warn. 
ed toflze that place of torment, and 
wilt thou yet go on? AH! wo beto 
thee ; thy Soul falls under Chorazins 
woes, which will be more Woful then 


137 * 


the Sodomites, who were burned down ,, "EY 


thou make light of Sermons, and Con- 
victions, of Warnings, and Woes, of 
Beſeechings, and Wooing?, and Wri- 
tings, and all, poor Sinner ? Ir would 


| be well for thee, if thou couldeſt make 
[25 light of the hotteſt place in Hell too, 


when thou artin it ; which thon art like 
to have, if thou goeſt thither with ſuch 
Warnings in thy Ears, and with ſuch 


Lights in thy Hand, as theſe, Andi 


* —— 


4to hell with Fire and Brimſtone from Gen.19, © 
the Lord out of Heaven. What, do 20. 


34 Ez A Call for a Chriſileſs Sinner. 
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thou couldeſt as eafily bear the heavy 
wrath of God, as thou canſt hear of itz 
I might then let thee go on. But ſee- 
ing it is otherwiſe, I am not willing 
to leave thee. ſo long as I finde thee 
out of Hell, I pray thee therefore, 
before thou goelt a ſtep farther, (for 
it may be there is but a Rep between 
thee and death) Conſider what thou 
wilt do when thou comeſt into Hell, to 
bear theſe following Plagues that will 
attend thee. 


Coyſid,x How wilt thou endure to be tormen- 


ted in Soul and Body, from Head to 
Foot, in every Part and Faculty, Night 
and Day, without any eaſe, when thou 
canſt not endure the pain of one Tooth, 


much leſs canſt thou endure thy whole | 


Body in a fire? © But let me tell thee, 
That the fire of Hell doth ſo far ex- 
- ceed this in heat, that if thou mighteſt 
exchange thy place there, for a place 
in a fiery Furnace here, thou wouldeſt 
think thy ſelf in Paradiſe, 


\Conſid,2 © How wilt thou bear it to hear the 


Damned ROAR? We read that when 
the Earth opened her mouth to ſwallov 


es 


up. 
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| up Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, ALL Nut: 6 


Iſrael fled at the Cry : Ah! but what3+.. 
1s this to the Cry the Damned will 
make when they hear this dreadful 
Senrence, Depart from me ye curſed 
into everlaſting fire; and when they 
ſee Hell open 1ts mouth to ſwalloiy 
them' ALL down ; from which Cry 
thou canſt not flee, as 1ſrael did :- for 
down with them into the Lake thou Rev.2o, 
muſt go, there (Pharaoh-like) to lie 5+ , 
oroaning together, with thegroanings 

of a deadly-wounded-man, Ezth, 30, 

24. 


How wilt thou bear it, to have the 
Devils viſit thee, and in this deadly Cafes 
ſickneſs to foam out their fury, and to 
ROAR upon thee 2 It may be thou arc 
now afraid to be in the dark alone, leſt 
thou ſhould have one of them for thy 
companion: Neither durſt thou be 
proud, (wear,lie, ſteal, ſcorn the God- 
ly, or any other fin, if thou walt ſure 
thatfor ſo doing he would appear to 
thee ; why poor Sinner, Thou art as , 
ſure to be in Hell among. thouſands, 


| yea, legions of Devils for ever, as 


ever thou waſt in thy Mothers Womb 
K 4 far 


Mar, 29, 
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13 | : eA | for a Chriſtleſs Sinner, 


© for aſeaſon, if thou repent not, Luke 
", L 3s, 3. 


E, Confid 4 Latly, How wilt thou bear the 
? thoughts of this word, E T E R- 


'N-I T Y, waen thou art in the 
midit of all this miſery and dreadful 
company? O Hell :s ſuch a place, that 
if thou nadit been there but one hour, 
thou wouldeſt not be hired to divell 
there one more, if 1t would gain thee 
all the whole World, But if once 
thou comeſt into Hell, thou art there 
for ever. Ah poor Sinner ! Once in 
HELL, 2nd Everin HELL. O 
rake this word ETERNITY into 
thy heart, and let it talkwith thee in 
thy way.to Hell, and ſay thou thug 
within thy ſelf : I am a Chriflleſs Sin- 


Jokn 3'3-nex, I am not born again ; Iamthere- 


fore going, not to Heaven, but to 
_ Hell; and I have heard it is a hot place, 
and full of horrible Company. TI had 
beſt confider (before I enter in) when 
I ſhall return. Now welcome this 
word EVER, and hear it anſwer to 
this thy Queſtion, When (hall I Re- 
turn ? 
| Even 


Py 
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A Call for a Chriſileſs Sruner, 

Even when everlaſting Fire leaveth 
| burning, and everlaſting Chains leave 
binding, and the eve: laſting God lea- 
veth being, Then ſhall I return, O this 
word EVER! What, hearefſt thou not 
| yet the ſound of ETERNITY ring in 
thy Ears ? Try if thou canſt meaſure it 
out with the Rule of Time : Look on 
the Graſs of the Field, as thou walkeſt, 
| and think how many blades or piles of 
Graſs there 1$in all the World, and 
how many there hath been in every 
years Spring fince the World begun ; 
+ why for every one of theſe ( if I die in 
my fins ) I muRt lie a thouſand years in 
HELL. , Look on the ones in the 
Field, how many is there in all the 
world ; why how many ſoever there be 
to adde to the firſt number, ſo many 
thouſand years more I muſt he in 
HELL. How many drops of Rain hath 
fallen on the Earth fince Noah's Flood 
began, (for we read not thatiit rained 
b:fore ) and adde thereto all the drops 
{ in the Sea; why ſo many thouſand 
years more I muſt lie in HELL. How 
many Hairs on the Heads and Hides of 
all men and beaſts that are, and were, 
and are to come; why ſo many — 
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| ACall for a briflefs Sinner, 


Look on the Stars in the Skie (far an 


Evening Meditation) how many are 
they in number; why ſo many thouſand | 


years more-I muſt lie in HELL, How 
many Corns of fine Sand will make a 
heap to reach up to Heaven ; why {9 
many thouſand years more I mult lie 
in HELL.How many minutes of Time: 
betiveen the Creation and Diſſolution 
of the World ; why ſo many thouſand 
years more I muſt lie in HELL, How 


many minutesin all the forementioned / 


thouſands of years ; why how many 
ſoever, ſo many thouſand years more 
I muſt lie in HELL. And what muſt I 
do after all this innumerable number 
of thouſands of years 2 Way then thou 
muſt lie in HELL as many more ; and 
after that, a thouſand times as many 
more, 


Queſt. The Lord have mercy on 
me ; what (hall I do? 


Anſw, OQ poor Sinner! HELL 
g3pes for thee, everlaſting Burnings 
are ready to kindle upon thee : Flee to 


(Soni QUICKLY, befoxe the door of 


Heaven 


ſand years more I muſtlic in HELL, | 
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| ACalFforaChrifleſt Simer, 


Heaven is ſhut up againſt thee ; for if 


itbe once ſhut, it will NEVER be Luk13- 
' opened any more, NO W for true 7925-2 
Faith in ChriR, feeding Faith upon his "53 © 


Fleth and Blood, or thou art gone for 
ever, notivithſtanding all thy Prayers, 
and Tears, and D-fires : though thou 
ſhouldeſt pray, and weep, and read, 
and do, and ſuffer, and ſhine, a thou- 
ſand years for Heaven ; yet if thou 
liveſt thus, and dieft with a dead Faith 
in thy Heart, inſtead of a lively power- 


*ful Faith, in what Jeſus Chriſt hath 


done and ſaffered for thee : If ſo, then 
whatſoever , ot how long ſoever thou 
ſuffereſt for thy Righteouſneſs here ; 
yet ſhalt-thou ſuffer for thy Sins 1n' 
Hell for ever. O Eternity, Eternity, 
Eternity ! Poor Sinner, thou art almoſt 
in Hell; think upon Eternity. The 
end of this World is at hand : Look, 
there is the end of thy Riches, and 
Pleaſures, and Chriftleſs Profeſhon, 
at hand: And here is the End of this - 
Book. But where is the End of an Ende 
leſs ETERNITY? 
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